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E RBAD the advertisements partly from sheer 
curiosity. But we remember them because 

they carry information of genuine interest to us. 
The regular reading of the advertising columns may 
result in many economies in both time and money. 




















Blind 
By Maud Frazer Jackson 


OW slow of heart we are, so used from birth 
To nature’s forms and glorious symphony, 
To the wonder and the beauty of this earth, 
The_awful grandeur of the sky and sea. 
Some morning, with a prayer for inward light, 
Let us imagine that in darkened space 
We've dwelt till now, but suddenly have sight 
Of a tree,-a rose, a love-lit human face. 
Let us-imagine Robin’s song the first 
Bird- song our ears have heard, that fruit and bread 


‘We've found but now, with water for our thirst 


And gracious glow of sunlight on us shed. - 


Thus might we come to lose a fold or two 


Of that thick, deadening veil life tends to weave; 
Thus might we come to see and hear anew, 
To sing “The Lord is here” and “I believe. ”’ 


’ Immersed iff beauty and to beauty blind, — 


Heaven’s gold so common that we deem it naught. 


* Lord, waken-us!. Our vision nfay we find, 
- Rejoice in Thee and all Thy power has wrought. 








Tables of Stone or Flesh 


Scripture should leave ‘marks on the heart. God 
“pave unto Moses, when he had made an end of com- 
muning with him upon mount Sinai, two tables of 
testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of 
God” (Exod. 31:18). After a period of communion 
with Ged, Moses possessed something on which there 
was a lasting impression of what God had said. Paul 
probably refers to these tablets when he says: “For- 
asmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle 

- of Christ ministered by us, writtén mot with ink, but 
with the Spirit of the living God; ‘not in tables of 
* stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart” (2 Cor 3:3). 


God speaks fo us today through his written Word. | 


Each time we go to it for study and meditation it 
ought to leave an impression on our hearts. Thé truths 
learnéd will vary according to the portion read. One 
may get new. glimpses of God’s power from the crea- 
tion story, the records of great battles, and the Psalms. 
The recording of small details may teach lessons of 
God’s loving interest in his people. Conviction of sin 
may come .from the records of God’s judgments on 
the wicked, as well as from direct. commandment. 
* Comfort and encouragement may be found on almost 
every page. Something is wrong if a Bible passage 
makes no impression whatever. It may be just a lack 
of concentration, it may be a sense of familiarity with 
a particular portion, or it may be sin in the life, 
Whatever it is, the Spirit of God can overcome it 
and burn his Word into our hearts. As we study 


the Word let us ask God to prepare us for the lessons 
he would teach us, and let us expect to leave it with 
something in our ‘hearts “written with the finger of 
God.” 


Pa 
God’s Wilderness, — and Ours 


Not all wilderness experiences are the result of 
God’s leading. When God does lead a child of his into 
the wilderness we may be sure that it is for some good 
purpose. The Lord Jesus was led into the wilderness 
to be tempted and we may be led out into the dry 
places that our faith may be tested and strengthened, , 
or that we might come to know God better and serve 
him: more faithfully, But it is possible for the child 
of God to get into the wilderness through his own 
self-efforts. There is a vivid picture of just such 
experience in 1 Kings 19, where we find Elijah under the 
juniper tree in the wilderness indulging in self-pity 
and asking God to take away his life. Although he 


had just had a marvelous demonstration of God’s . 


power, Elijah had run away because of the threats 
of Jezebel. As he went on to Mount Horeb, God’s 
voice came to him with searching inquiry, “What doest 
thou here, Elijah?” And then came the command to 
return and to carry on with the work that God had 
planned for him. Let us beware then of wilderness 
experiences of our own choosing. God’s Word to us 
at such times, as to Elijah of old, is, “What doest thou 
here?.... Go return, on thy way.” : 


~x 
When Our Need Is Great 


Sin causes staggeringly great needs. Every sinner 
discovers this. sooner or later. Sinning Christians 
know it is so. Indeed, a child of God who has sin- 
ned realizes the greatness of his need as the unsaved 
sinner cannot. And there are great needs in our life 
apart from ary sin. Our need of guidance, of wisdom, 
of protection and safety, of temporal provision of many 
sorts, and of. spiritual strength, — these needs are often 
far beyond our power to provide. But they are not 
beyond God. The Keswick Calendar reminds us: “I 
have a great need of Christ; but I have a great Christ 
for my need.” It'is because of this great Christ that 


God meets.all our needs, whether temporal or spiritual. 
The most stupendous and seemingly hopeless need. of 
our life is small and easy for the Christ for whom this 
universe was created and by whom all things hold 
together. All we need to do is to turn to him with 
e ery need that comes to us. As we tell him about it, 
he will meet it. Often he meets our needs when we do 
not tell him about them. We may be unconscious of 
some of our greatest needs, but he is keenly conscious 
of them: and he provides. A word that cannot be 
broken puts one of God’s blessed “Buts” over against 
the seeming hopelessness of any need of ours: “But 
my God shall supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). “If 
God hath made us kings, why do we live as beggars?” 


a 
God’s Norm 


God asks nothing of the Christian that is unrea- 
sonable or abnormal. To be normal means to be ac- 
cording to square or rule, and the word comes from 
a Latin word that means a.rule or pattern or a car- 
penter’s square. The difficulty with so many today 
is that they have lost sight of God’s pattern, and, look- 
ing at man, have taken a general average; which they 
wrongly consider normal. A speaker. at America’s 
Keswick this year said, “People say the normal man 
is sinful, that a sinless man would be abnormal. No! 


“ All men, but one, are abnormal... Christ was the only 


normal man that ever lived.” And so we find in God's 


‘Word that the Lord Jesus is constantly held up as 


God’s standard. Christ himself said, “This is my com- 
mandment, that ye love one another, as J have loved 
you” (John 15:12). We find Paul speaking of 
coming “unto a perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4: 
13). Even: when we come to recognize such a 
standard as niormal, we would be discouraged but 
for the great and blessed truth that not only has 
God set his perfect standard in Christ, but in 
him he has also made provision whereby we may 
attain to that standard. By -yielding ourselves to 
him» completely and trusting him to transform and 
correct . these- lives- of ours-we make it possible for 
him to bring us into agreement with his perfect pattern. 


ye 


The Way of God 


trusting soul sums up the strange and won- 

derful purposes and plans whereby the divine 
wisdom works all things according to his good pleas- 
ure, and for our eternal benefit, “having made known 
_ 8 mystery of his will” (Psa. 18: 30 and Eph. 
1: 8-11). 

“God moves in a mysterious way” to educate - the 
soul to joy in the divine will and to admire and-appre- 
ciate its beauty. » Asan artist used to keep his visitors 
in a darkened: room for half. an hour before admitting 
them: to behold: his : pictures —that their eyes might 
be prepared to estimate clearly the -fine values. arid 
exquisite “tints of his’ colorings —so God takes time 


 % A FOR God, his way is perfect.” So the 


to bring us to appreciate the loveliness of the-will and ° 


way of God. 

He first called Israel away from the dwellings of 
men, to learn of the -divine’ way, and he. still “leads 
the soul apart, down ways of wonderment” to teach 


’ it the strange things of the depths of God: When he ‘ 
would woo his bride, we do not read that he allured ° 


her into palaces, or green pastures,:or rich vineyards, 

. but “TI. will allure her, and bring her into the. wilder- 
ness,” he said (Hos. 2:14). Yet because of the per- 
sistency of his love, the trackless desert becomes the 
place of a path. “I will even make a way in the wil- 
derness” (Isa. 43:19), he has said, and as we follow 
his strange way, we draw nearer and nearer to him, 
and learn to rejoice in his dear gmesence. 















































It was in the wilderness that God revealed the holy 
secrets of his sanctuary to Israel. Sinai was not in 
Egypt! It is never in the turmoil of a restless life 
that he whispers his deepest’ truths; there must be the 
imner quietness of soul, no matter how active the outer 
life may_ be. 

The wilderness is the betrothal place of the soul to 
God, and there —lo! the sanctuary. We enter in, and 
learn to, wait in the deep silences of God, where the 
very pulse-beats of divine love may be felt, and the 
Lord can whisper to us the secrets of the mystery of 
his will, the glory and demands of his holiness; and 


, the supremacy of his way. - “Thy way, O God;“is in 


the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God?” 
(Psa. 77: 13.) : ; 
Sometime ago the writer was in the train, speeding 
across apparently endless prairies, vistas of weary 
monotony; but in the vast sweep of their superb lone- 
liness they whispered of the God of the open spaces; 
and then with hardly any warning, the train slipped 
into the. mountain district, and the Rockies appeared 
in their unspeakable loveliness, touched on their snowy 
peaks by the crystal glory of the moonlight. Height 
after height, each more steep and more unearthly in 
its aloof beauty, seemed to lead upward to the very 
stars. Like giant stairways, Hips with silver, they 
beckoned upward to ‘infinity. ut their very beauty 


made them terrible. As the train raced round a dan- 
gerous curve, with the Fraser River twisting and rag- 
ing hundreds of feet below, a tiny ledge appeared — 
a. miniature paradise in ‘its possibilities. -Gianit moun- 
tains towered around, half-veiled with misty clouds in 
their valleys. The ledge had once been a delightful 
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garden, overrun with flowers, but they were now sadly 
crowded out with weeds; a once charming bungalow 


in the center was pathetically empty, its windows 


broken, doors hanging half-hinged ; and where a pretty 


jawn had been, with a child’s swing at one side, there 
was now a little plot of ground with a white railing 
around it and a large white wooden cross and two little 
ones within it. The place was far from any signs of 
human habitation. It spoke of the tragedy of moun- 
tains; the great things of life are ever the costly 
ones: the mountains of our lives are often marked 
with crosses like the lonely graveyard in the deserted 
garden, where we leave loved treasures behind. There 
is glory almost divine in those sublime snow-crowned 
peaks; but there is danger, difficulty, death. Who can 
safely scale those heightss Who can-ascend the holy 
hills of God? Who.can make the difficulties and moun- 
tains that ‘block our lives into stepping-stones to the 
stars? Listen to the answer of God. 

“I. will make all my mountains.a way” (Isa. 49: 11). 
Aud the soul that is being led by the. mountain-way 
rejoices again in the words of the Eighteenth Psalm, 
saying, “It is God that girdeth me with strength, and 
maketh my way perfect. He maketh my feet like 
hinds’ feet, and setteth me upon my high places” (Psa. 
18: 32, 33). As for God, his way is perfect, and when 
we keep close to him, he makes our way perfect — for 
they are not two ways, but one. 

How often God leads us by the way of contrasts! 
“The day is thine, the night also is thine. . . . Thou 
hast made summer and winter” (Psa. 74: 16,17). The 
God of the wilderness-way and the mountain-way is 
also the God of the deep waters.. “Thy way is in the 
sea,” writes the Psalmist, “and thy path in the great 
waters” (Psa. 77:19). As these words are written, 
somewhere out in the great Pacific, the heaving waters 
bring God’s salvation very near. Last night, as the 
ship shuddered and shook under the furious onslaught 
of mighty winds and waves, and some of us wakened 
expecting to hear the call to put on our lifebelts and 
assemble on deck, we found rest and infinite peace in 
the precious old words: 


God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform; 

He plants His footsteps on the sea, 
And _ rides upon the storm. 


“The deep waters” are around us; the terrible green 
waves seem to toss the ship as if it were a tiny stick 
at their mercy: but oh, those very waves are the pave- 
ment for the Pierced Feet! Their puny rage is noth- 


Are Believers Unconscious After Death? 


There is one paper, aside from the one I publish, 


that I never fail to read—TuHE Sunpay 
Times. I have preserved many of them in bound 
volumes. It is a wonderful evangel, so ably edited 
and so free from churchianity and so filled with the 
great throbbing, gripping story of the Cross of Cal- 
vary and comments and explanations of great Bible 
truths. 


There is a question I wish you to answer in your 
“Notes on Open Letters,” as follows: 


After. a week’s illness, at the age of sixty years, 
my beloved Christian wife and companion fell asleep 
m Jesus, after thirty-seven years of Christian com- 
panionship together. The unanimous opinion of the 
people of this city was that she lived an unselfish 
Christian life. Some of my friends are “soul 
sleepers,” believing the soul sleeps unconscious until 
the resurrection. Others believe the souls of the de- 
parted righteous are conscious and even have knowl- 
edge of what is transpiring on earth. Kindly give me 
Scripture which indicates the state of her.soul or 
spirit, and whether or not there is any connection or 
conscious relationship to the earth and the loved ones 
remaining.—An Illinois reader, 


CHOOL 


The Word of God makes two facts very plain con- 
cerning those who have died trusting in Christ as 
Saviour. They are fully conscious and in the presence 
of ‘the Lord. There is no intercourse between them 
and their loved ones on earth, 

Speaking of his possible death the apostle Paul writes 
by inspiration: “For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain. .. . For I am in a strait betwixt two, hav- 
ing a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which 
is far better: nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more 
needful for you” (Phil. 1: 21-24). Paul longed to 
depart from this life and be with Christ; he could 
never have longed for this if death had meant for 
him a state of unconsciousness. ‘He was having the 
most wonderful and beautiful fellowship with Christ 
m this life on the earth; how could he call the loss 
of a such fellowship with Christ in death “far bet- 
ter”? , 

_ The Lord showed that the experience of both be- 
hievers and unbelievers after death is, not unconscious- 
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ing to him who walks upon the sapphire paths of-the 
infinite skies. The intractable and untamable oceans 
are’ but a way, a path, by whichthe féads the, soul to - 
new experiences of his will. “They that go down to 
the sea in ships, that do business” —the King’s busi- 
ness — “in great waters; these see the works of. the 
Lord, and his wonders in the deep” (Psa. 107: 23). 
Amen! The wildest of earthly oceans are but God’s 
wonderful types of the experiences of the soul: we 
may have the storms in our hearts and lives though 
we have never looked upon even the tiniest lake; and 
as we follow nim who walked upon Galilee in the 
tempest, we shall find his: way shining clear across 
the pathless seas; and we shall say, some day, that, 


. - . Only Heaven were sweeter 
Than to walk with Christ at midnight over moonless seas. 


“As for God, his way is perfect.” -“‘Lo, these are 
parts of his ways: but how little a portion’ is heard of 
him?” (Job. 26:14.) He leads each soul differently ;,) 
Elijah he led first by the wilderness way of Cherith, 
then by the mountain way of Carmel and Horeb, and 
through Jordan by the dry-shod way as he had led 
Israel through. the, Red Sea. And then he led him 
right up to glory by the whirlwind way —for “the 
Lord hath his’ way in the whirlwind and in the storm, 
and the clouds are the dust of his feet” (Nahum 1: 3). 

Perhaps sore who read these words are in the 
whirlwind experiences ; they have passed through other 
trials, but now has come a complexity of troubles, a 
rush of perplexing cares, a very torrent of distresses ; 
yet rejoice, for it-was‘out of the whirlwind ‘that Jeho- 
vah spoke to Job, and in the very center of every whirl- 
wind there is said to be a -peaceful center; to that 
secret place of the Most -High, he would call the soul, 
so that outer events can never touch the divine calm 
that garrisons it. 

In the heart of the whirlwind God swept Elijah 
up to Heaven: so in the heart of a whirlwind of politi- 
cal and economic troubles in the last days God will 
bear away the Church. “There be three things which 
are too wonderful for me, yea, four which I know 
not: the way of an eagle in the air; the way of a 
serpent upon a rock; the way of a ship in the midst 
of the sea; and the way of a ‘man with a maid” (Prov. 
30:18, 19). Stranger than all is the way of divine 
love, by which the Lord jesus wins unto himself a 
bride, and educates her to love him in his own way. 
“As for God, his-way is perfect,” for it is but the 
revealing in experience to the surrendered soul of the 
wondrous wisdom of him who said, “J am the way.” 





ness, but full consciousness, when he told of the expe- 
riences of the believing beggar Lazarus, and the un- 
believing rich man, both of whom died. The 
unbelieving man, in the place of the dead, was “in 
torments.” Lazarus was with Abraham. The unbe- 
liever cried out across the great gulf between the two 
places to Abraham, asking him to send Lazarus “that 
he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool 
my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.” And 
Abraham answered the man who was lost and said 
that this could not be, for “between us and you there 
is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass 
from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to 
us, that would come from thence” (Luke 16: 19-26). 
Still other Bible passages plainly declare the con- 
sciousness of the blessed dead. 

There is no indication in the Scriptures, however, 

that those who are thus in the presence of the Lord, 
and rejoice corsciously in his presence, have any con- 
nection with this earth or any conscious fellowship 
with their loved. ones.who remain on earth. On the 
contrary the Scriptures\ forbid any communication be- 
tween the dead and the living, and place any attempt 
at this under the condemnation of God. “And when 
they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have 
familiar spirits,‘and unto wizards that peep, and that 
mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for 
the living to the dead? To the law and to the testi- 
mony: if they speak not according to this word, it is 
because there is no light in them” (Isa. 8: 109, 20). 
_ While intercourse between the living and the dead 
is forbidden, at the same time there is no reason to 
question that the God-given love between these who 
have loved one another in the Lord here on earth con- 
tinues between them, even while death may have sepa- 
rated them; and it will be continued in the presence of 
the Lord through eternity. The marriage relationship, 
as such, does not continue in Heaven (Matt. 22: 30); 
but the mutual love of members of the family of Ged, 
where the husband and wife, parents and children, 
brothers and sisters, are true friends in Christ, is not 
going to be done away by the enemy death ever whom 
Christ has won the victory. 

The following publications are valuable-for the com- 
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fort and light they give from God’s Word on this 
subject : . 

“The Bright Side of Death.” By Dr. A. C. Dixon 
(Chicago Book Center, 800:North Clark Street, Chi- 
cago, 25 cents). 

“Death Defeated and Defied.” By Dr. R, A. Torrey 
(Biola Book Room, 536 South Hope Street, Los 
Angeles, 35 cents). 

“Progress in the Life to Come,” By Dr. James M. 
Gray (Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth Avenue, New, 
York City, 50 cents). 

“Problems of the Soul Life.” By Pastor Herbert 
MacKenzie (Evangelical Publishers, 366 Bay Street, 
Toronto, Ont., Can., 25 cents). ’ 


=. 
Is God the Father of All? 3 


In your “Questions for Teacher and Class’: you 
ask, “What is wrong in speaking of the ‘universal 
Fatherhood of God. and the. brotherhood. of man’? 
You give the following answer: .“God’s Word teaches 
plainly that, while God is the Creator of all men, he 
does not consider himself ‘the Father of all men, and 
therefore all men are not. brothers.” 

If this answer is based: upon: Biblical - authority, 
will you kindly tell me where.it can be found,:as I am 
perplexed as to how God could be the Creator of all 
men and yet the Father of only some of them,. and 
how all men,-having-one common: origin, are yet not 
all. brothers.—An. Ohio reader. 


Creation and. fatherhood are. quite different. God 
created all things, but he is not the. Father of all things. 
He created the material universe, the sun, moon, stars, 
earth, rocks, seas, trees, and plants; but he is not the 
Father of any of these: Nor are they in any sense 
brothers one to another. When we realize this ob- 
vious and fundamental difference between creation and 
fatherhood, we can understand how, even in relation 
to men, God can be the Creator of all yet not the 
Father of all. : 

But we are not left to our own reasoning or theories 
as to this. The Word of God plainly declares that 
he is not the Father of all. Only those are his sons 
who by faith enter into his family. Of the Son of 
man, Jesus Christ, when he became man in order to 
save lost men, we read: “As many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that belicve on his name. which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12, 13). ‘ 

To the theologian. Nicodemus, who came to talk with 
the Lord Jesus by night, the Lord said: “Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. . . . That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel, not 
that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again” (John 


: 3-7). 

The. unbelieving Pharisees once questioned the Lord 
about his Father. “Where is*thy Father?” they chal- 
lenged him. We read: “Jesus answered, Ye neither 
know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye 
should have known my Father also” (John 8:19). In 
the same chapter we read that the Lord said further to 
the’ Jews who were criticizing and attacking him: “I 
speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye 
‘do that which ye have seen with your father. ... 
Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to 
him, We be not born of fornication; we have one 
Father, even God. Jesus said unto them, H God were 
your Father, ye would love me. ... Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will 
do. . . . He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye 
therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God.” 

The beloved apostle John writes by inspiration: “In 
this the children of God are manifest, and the children 
of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is 
not of God” (1 John 3: 10). 

There is one Scripture passage often quoted to de- 
fend the mistaken idea that God is the Father of all 
men, but in view of the Scripture already quoted, which 
plainly declares the opposite, we see that this passage 
1s misunderstood. When Paul was preaching to the 
Athenians on Mars’ Hill, he said: “For in him 
[Ged] we live, and move, and have our being; as cer- 
tain also of your Own poets have said, For we are 
also his offspring. Forasmuch then as we are the 
offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Cod- 
head is like unto gold or silver, or stone, graven by 
art and man’s device” (Acts 17:28, 29). The Greek 
word genos, translated “offspring,” means “race.” The 
Scofield Reference Bible, calling attention to. this, 
makes the comment: “The reference is to the crea- 
tion-work of God im which He made man (i. ¢., man- 
kind, the race in Adam) in His own likeness, Gen. 
1: 26, 27, thus rebuking the thought that ‘the Godhead 
is like unto gold,’ etc. The word ‘Father’ is not used, 
nor does the passage affirm anything concerning father- 
hoed or sonship, which are relationships based upon 
faith, and the new birth. Cf. John 1:12, 13; Gal. 3: 
26; 4: 1-7; 1 John 5:1.” These Scripture references 
are further evidence that not all men are children of 
God. “For ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus.” ‘Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 


Christ is born of God” (Gal. 3:26; 1 John 5:1). 
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The Black Lace Gown 


How it stopped the wrecking crew on the old country. church 





By Josephine E. Phillips 




















thankful that Granny was sleeping late. She would 

_ serve her toast and tea in bed, and dinner and 
supper they would eat together in the big old dining 
room that faced south. Anything to keep Granny from 
the kitchen, away from the west windows. 

The girl stopped a moment to draw the shades a 
little lower and pull the draperies closer. Of cours 
there’ was the chance that Granny would have one o 
her bad days and not want to get up. Nancy almost 
hoped it would be ‘that way. It would be easier, with 
Granny in bed. . 

But no! She had hardly set the last bowl away in 
the corner cupboard when she heard Granny’s uncertain 
footsteps padding about in the back bedroom. Then 
came Granny’s voice, not querulous as sometimes, but 
sweet and high-pitched, 

+ N ancy ?” 

Then Granny was having a good day! 
all days. 

“Coming, Granny.” t 

The little bowed lady beamed approvingly when she 
entered. : ; 

“That’s a nice dress, Nancy. Yellow is always nice 
and cheery for church. The sun’s all decked out for 
the day, too, isn’t he? I do like sunshiny Sundays. 
Do you know, dearie, I believe I’ll go to church this 
morning ?” 

Nancy stared, almost frightened. How much had 
Granny heard and understood of what was going on 
that very-day in the little village church across the 
read? How much should she tell her now? Granny’s 
mind was so clear; and yet so twisted sometimes, 

“My, my, Granny!” she chided. “Where's your 
calendar? Aren’t you a few days ahead of time, or 
is it behind? This is only Wednesday.- We can’t go 
to church on Wednesday.” 

“Hmph!” Granny replied, not at all angry, but very 
firm. “You can’t tell me! I’ve known it was Sunday 
ever since I heard the little wild canary singing out- 
side the window here. Land, child! I don’t need a 
calendar. Why, I can tell,: just inside me, when it’s 
Sunday. And today I shall go to church.” 

“But I’m afraid you don’t understand—”’ Nancy 
spoke as gently as she could. “Even if it was Sunday, 
you couldn’t go to church —today.” 


YRANNY tossed her silver-white head in childish 

J defiance. She fumbled about among the hand- 
kerchiefs and narrow ribbons in the drawer of her 
cherry bureau. 

“Now I know just what you’re going to say, Nancy. 
You're going to say that they aren't keeping church 
any more, that it’s been sold and they’re going to tear 
it down, or something like that, aren’t you?” 

Nancy nodded miserably. 

“Well, that isn’t true. ~ It can’t be true. Why— 
why, —” for a moment Granny’s voice wavered. “Your 
grandfather and I were married from .that altar, and 
your grandfather was buried from it, and the little 
Nancy~that you’re named for.. Why, there couldn’t 
anything happen to that church. God’s own church.” 

Nancy thought Granny would ‘burst -into tears, but 
she didn’t. She smiled brightly, confidently, instead. 

“Should I wear my black lace dress, dearie, or the 
satin? I'd sort of like the lace. It’s been so long 
since I’ve been to church. How long has it been, 
Nancy ?” - 

“Eight years,” the girl replied absently, racking her 
brain for a way out of this pathetic dilemma. 

“Eight years!” Granny’s laugh rang out, startling 
away the tiny hummingbird that hovered over the 
snapdragons- just outside. “You're joking again. Eight 
weeks, maybe, but not eight years. I’m not that old. 
How old am I, Nancy?” 

“Gracious, what a question! ‘You won’t agree with 
me, if I tell you. If I say you're eighty-three, you'll 
turn it right around and say you're thirty-eight, now, 
won't ygu?” 

“Maybe I will, maybe I will,” Granny chuckled. 
“Leastwise I don’t feel more’n thirty-eight today. Do 
you suppose Will’s boy will be there?” 

“Will Tupper’s boy, you mean? Henry Tupper? 
Y-yes, I think he'll be there.” 

The irony of that! It was Henry Tupper more 
than anyone else who was responsible for the church’s 
closing. To be sure, the congregation had been dwin- 
dling in numbers and financial support for a long time 
—ever since the State road went through and auto- 
mobiles became common. Henry Tupper had been the 
mainstay. It was when he stopped coming, when he 
withdrew himself from all the community affairs, 
strangely embittered, that the church went on the rocks. 


N ANCY hurried through the breakfast’ dishes, 


Today of 


-pairs. 1 : ¢ 
acceptable bid, and this very morning a crew of men 


‘Granny’s fretfulness. 


. but without rancor. 


Nancy had heard that it was he, last winter, who had 
urged that the sturdy old building should be sold to 
the. highest bidder.and dismantled, rather than let it 
fall in ruins and disgrace the village for want of re- 
Then it was. Henry himself who made. the 


had-arrived to start tearing the church down for him. 

“God’s -own church,” as Granny had -called ‘it, to 
be torn down ‘and sold piecemeal; timber by timber, 
pew by pew, for what the lumber was worth! How 
she would: miss its peaceful, brooding guardianship 
across there, night after night as she ministered to 
How every one would miss it. 
The memories of all the deepest experiences life had 
brought to the little community were bound. up in 
its whiteness, in its heaven-pointing spire and its deep- 
toned bell. 

“Why don’t you tell me if my lace dress willbe 
all right?” Granny demanded, petulant at Nancy’s pre- 
occupation. 

“Yes, yes, Granny. Your lace dress. I'll bring it. 
I’m sure that will be sweet. And Granny —”’ A wild 
sudden thought had entered the girl’s head — “Since 
you're so sure that it’s Sunday, wouldn’t you like 
Sunday griddle-cakes for breakfast?. Ill have to run 
over to Mrs, Pierce’s for sour milk before she’s thrown 
it out to the hens, but it won’t take me long.” 


HE idea pleased Granny so well that she consented 
to being left alone, and Nancy hurried off. 

“Sort of a farewell service for the old church, at 
ten-thirty,” she explained to her neighbor. “If you 
don’t mind, I'll call up Reverend Graham from here 
and see if he will be willing to come and preach.” 

The Rev. Mr. Graham had been the pastor of the 
village church. When its society had disbanded he 
retired to a little farm near by, too much attached to 
the community to move elsewhere. ‘He understood 
Nancy’s request at once, and promised to be on hand. 

One after another the neighbors were invited to 
be present. The news spread. In a matter of minutes 
the village was all a-bustle, 
Granny’s determination to go to church, all willing, 
Wednesday or any other day, to show their respect 
for her by going too. 

“In fact,” said Mrs, Dunlap, scouring energetically 
at Theron Dunlap’s left ear, “there won’t be so many 
auto parties tooting past on Wednesday. There, now! 
I hope you're clean, for once. ’Twould have been a 
good thing if we’d kept up a Sunday-school, so’s we’d 
have slicked up once a week at least. I admit I was 
ready as anyone to close the church entirely, at the 
time, what with the elegant singing we could get over 
the radio, and our new flivver to go picnicking in — 
and to pay for. I didn’t really suppose —I declare it 
gives me a shaky feeling, now, to have the old meeting- 
house go.” 

“Do you suppose they’il get anybody to sing?” Mrs. 
Lake had just time to run in and question Miss Kidder. 

Miss Kidder’s pink cheeks grew pinker. She and 
her two brothers and a sister-in-law used to be the 
church quartette, the choir, There’d been a family 
disagreement since those days, and it was known that 
the four weren’t on speaking terms. 

“Well, Nancy asked me,” Miss Kidder made her 
answer casual, “so I called up Ben, and Joe, and Jennie, 
and they were willing as could be. I think it’s going 
to be real nice for everybody to get out to a last 
service, so, don’t you?” 


i em sexton, hearing the news, hurriedly left his 
mowing and went in to ask Maria to get out his rusty 
black coat. He'd promised Nancy he’d ring the bell. 

“And you're excited as a little boy,” Maria scolded, 
t She was a little on edge herself, 
being lucky enough to have bought a new hat that 
spring that hardly anybody in the village had seen, 
there not being much place to wear hats, nowadays. 

“Guess I’ve got a right to be excited,” John claimed. 
“Many’s the time my fingers have itched to get at that 
old bell rope and send her ringing. And folks — 
there'll be more folks there than I’ve seen in months. 
Cousin Jim, maybe.” 

“Maybe,” Maria nodded. “And perhaps Mrs. Cald- 
well’s able to be out. There, now! I’ve dropped that 
needle and thread again!” 

And to her amazement, John, forgetful of his 
rheumatism, went down on his hands and knees under 
the table, to hunt for it! 

In another big frame house, just across the Com- 
mon, Almira Todd came upon her husband ransacking 
the tall mahogany secretary. 

“Land’s sake ! What are you doing, Luke?” 

Luke wiped fis brow. “You don’t know where them 
envelopes be, do you?” 











all sympathetic for . 


“What envelopes?” 

“Them little ones we was supposed to put our church 
collection-money into. There used to be quite a stack 
of ’em, we hadn’t used.” . 

“I should say there did.. You— you weren't figurin’ 
on—on—?” ’Mira faltered. 

Luke’s face brightened. ’Mira did understand, some- 
times. 

“Yes, I thought if they should take up a collection 
—not that there’s anything to take one for any more 
—pbut if they should— Well, we did pretty well om 
the raspberries this season, and the two heifer calves —” 

“Of course, Luke. I’d thought of it myself. As 
the Lord: hath prospered us—” ’Mira found the en- 
velopes and as Luke deposited his coins she licked 
the flaps and pounded them down smooth. 


‘HILE Granny enjoyed her plate of steaming brown 

griddle-cakes. Nancy slipped out of the house 
again. She must find Mr. Tupper, for permission to 
use his church. He was not in sight around the build- 
ing, but one of his workmen indicated the door. 

In the dim interior she found him, a bowed figure - 
huddled in a front pew. At sound of her footsteps he 
got to his feet unsteadily and faced her. Nancy thought ° 
she had never seen so haggard a figure. It couldn't 
be that the man suffered — that he had been misunder- 
stood —that he had a heart — 

“Mr. Tupper, would you mind —” she began breath- 
lessly. “Granny thinks today is Sunday. She’s bound 
she must come to church. I wondered if you'd mind 
our having a little farewell service, the neighbors and 
Granny ?” 

The man shook his head slowly. “No, I don’t mind, 
only I wouldn’t count too much on the neighbors.” 

The girl thanked him and turned to go. He stopped 
her with a question. 

“Do you believe in prayer, Nancy? In answer to 
prayer?” . 

“Yes, oh, yes.” Nancy answered without hesitation, 
“And you, Mr. Tupper? Do you?” 

He looked at her a moment. 

“I used to. Maybe I shall again. Its strange 
Granny’s wanting to come to church today.” He 
spoke musingly, as though unaware of a listener, and 
Nancy left him to his thoughts. 

At ten the old bell pealed out its tidings. Granny, 
getting into her black lace: dress, paused to listen. 
Her eyes shone with excitement. 

“Doesn’t that sound good? It seems as though I’d 
been listening for that bell. Listening for a long time. 
Doesn’t it sound good?” 


W HEN at last she was ready they made their way 
out into the sunny morning, Nancy in her yellow 
gingham, Granny all-in black, her little bag clutched 
tightly in thin knotted fingers. Up and down the 
village road were groups of other churchgoers, the 
Dunlaps, the Kidders, the Todds. Granny had a 
smile and a nod for each, and a mumbled “about time 
these steps were getting fixed,” as she spied the piles 
of a lying about in the long grass of the church- 
yard. 

It-was a sad little service, the best they could do, 
the loudest they could sing. Nancy, looking up at 
Mr. Graham’s wrinkled white face, wondered if he 
would be able to go on with it. 

““T will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
cometh my lielp’’’—on through the dear familiar 
Psalm and into the next—“‘I was glad when they 
said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord 


Granny had been fumbling, first with her bag, then 
with the pocket in the skirt of her dress. Finally 
she drew forth a plump envelope, yellow. with age, 
and tucked it into Nancy’s hand, 

“Run up and have him read this right away, dearie,” 
she whispered. “I—I must have forgotten to give it 
to him the other day. An announcement I guess it 
is. 

Nancy turned the envelope over. 

“To be read at the Annual Meeting” was written 
there. And there hadn’t been an annual meeting since 
the winter Granny was taken sick. She’d been secre- 
tary of the Church Society then. Could it be —that 
pocket — ? 

Granny nudged her again and Nancy went blindly 
down the aisle to the pulpit. 

“A letter—Granny just found,” she explained. 

_ Mr. Graham opened the envelope and spread out 
its contents. His voice lost its steadiness as he read: 


“To the Congregation of the Village Church, 


As I must be out of town at the time of the annual 
meeting, I take this means of expressing my opinion 
on one of the questions to be brought up. In spite 
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of the changes that have come to our village and the 
whole country these last few years, I believe there is 
still need of a church. I believe the peonle still want 
a church, - If the gociéty does vote to carry on, I shall 
‘Gonsider it a privilege to bear the expense of having 
our building re-shingled and such other repairs made 
as are necessary. And to assure us of the continued 
services of Mr. Graham, | enclose six hundred dollars 
as payment of half his salary for the ensuing year. If, 
on the other hand, there is a majority decision to dis- 
band, the amount may be used for any worthy object, 
at the discretion of the Church Society. 


Sincerely yours, ‘ 


January 6, 1921.” Henry WILLIAM TUPPER. 

Mr. Graham wiped his spectacles. 

There was a long silence broken now and then by 
heavy hammer-blows that set the old bell to jangling. 
The minister was about to speak, when a tall figure 
iappeared in the doorway and came forward to the 
‘pulpit steps. oe 

“Folks,” Henry Tupper addressed them thus famil- 
jarty, “I want to apologize. Hf I hadn't let my pride 
get the best of me I’d have inquired around, when I 
got back from that trip eight years ago, and found 
out that my letter — this letter — had néver been read. 
As it was, ‘well, I thought the less I said, the better. 
I thought you’d turned down my — suggestion. And 
it hurt. So I never knew, until today. And I hated 
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to see the old church fall to ruins. That’s why I 
bought it. ‘Honestly, every cent from her timbers I’d 
pledged to the national church building fund. But 
now — perhaps before the ..‘cching*sees..any, further, 
if Granny’s faith is any sign of how the rest uf you 
feel, you might like to reconsider. My offer here still 
stands, you know.’ 

He had hardly finished speaking when, with one ac- 
cord, the Kidder quartette arose and led off in the 
Doxology. 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow —” 

The hammering outside ceased. Granny’s voice 
rose high and clear among the others. 

After the benediction Granny, admittedly tired, let 
herself be led from the church. ; 

“But I did enjoy it, the music, and you so sweet 
in your yellow dress. It’s good that I wore my lace, 
isn’t it? Or I might never have found that letter for 
weeks. Will’s boy gave it. to. me,..much.as two or 
three days ago, me being secretary, you know. I put 
it in my pocket so’s to be sure and have it handy for 
the annual meeting.— Why, Nancy!” She looked up, 
startled, her mind fogged. “This—this wasn’t the 
annual meeting, was it? This was Sunday. Things 
don’t seem right somehow.” 

“Oh, but things are, Granny, Very, very right,” 
Nancy assured her. She smiled through tears and 
patted the little old lady’s hand confidently. 

ORANGE, Mass. 








Discoveries in the Plain of Moab 


Where the Israelites rested before entering Palestine K 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., Aries ich Bank, ote gsal Sgeinksy and 




















been made by Pére Mallon, who was one of the 

staff in the explorations at Sodom in 1924. These 
tesearches were in the region denominated in the Bible 
Arboth Moab, “the Field of Moab,” that plain on the 
ast side of the Dead Sea on which the hosts of 
Israel encamped and rested for some time before they 
attempted the invasion of Palestine. The places specifi- 
cally mentioned in the Bible (Num. 26: 3, 63; 33:49; 
36:13) are Beth-jesimoth, Beth-haran, and Abel-shit- 


St remarkable research journeys have recently 


tim. All of these places were identified together with: 


some unexpected finds of which the Bible makes no 
mention, for a reason that will appear in the descrip- 
tion of them. This is a portion of Biblical history 
the certification of which by this careful expert in 
‘proto-archeology will be of permanent value in Bib- 
lical literature, not needing to be done again. Some 
raccount of these discoveries will be of interest to Times 


readers, 
we 


A Region Suited to Israel’s Needs 


HE region between the heights of Moab above 
and the river Jordan and the Dead Sea below was 
found to have in it three great and beautiful oases. 
In each of these were abundant springs of excellent 
water both for household use and for irrigation. The 
region was thus exactly suited to the rest that Israel 
took here. The most astonishing discovery in this 
region was ‘of two very considerable ruins of impor- 
tant cities of which no mention is made in’ the Bibli- 
cal account. A careful examination of the pottery in 
‘the ruins very clearly showed why the Bible is silent. 
There was no pottery from a time later than 1800 
B.C. These ruins were already ruins when the Israel- 
ites came here. They belong to the period of Abraham 
and Lot and the campaign of Chedorlaomer and his 
‘allies and not impossibly were destroyed in that invasion 
and never rebuilt.. They were destroyed certainly about 
‘that time. The strange modern name of one of these 
fuins, Iktanu, seems to have no present meaning, while 
the form of it suggests a transliteration from the 
cuneiform, so that it may’ well represent the name of 
' this city before the campaign that carried away Lot. 
' Of still another ruined city the writer says in his quaint 
and almost: péetic French, “What is the name of this 
embryonic city? We should love to know, but it has 
well passed forever from history into the night of 
forgetfulness.” 


| 


An Old City of the Plain 


F BETH-JESIMOTH he says: “It was surely 

a city of importance in its time. Only the potsherds 
enabled us to know its age. At the arrival of the 
Hebrews it had already without doubt a long exist- 
ence.” When the Israelites encamped in the Plain of 
Moab, their left flank extended to this city, while 
their right flank approached to Abel-shittim. The 
description (Num. 33: 49) is as accurate as the topo- 
graphical descriptions in Czsar’s Commentaries or 


as the account by Xenophon of the return of the ten 
thousand. we 


Locusts — and Other Shadows 


At BETH-HARAN the experience of the explorer 
gives us a glimpse of the shadows of life which 
from time to time fell across the pathway by which 
God was leading his ancient people . . . and leads us 
also. The expedition of Pére Mallon sat down at 
noon “to a modest lunch in the pleasant sunshine of 
January. An hour passed by and what was our as- 
tonishment when it seemed that the heavens were ob- 
scured. ... The locusts!” The farmers came running 
and, by all the crude methods of fighting the pest, 
waged a furious battle until their crops were saved. 
This city occupied by the Israelites was in the midst 
of a great oasis, greater indeed than that of. Jericho. 
In fact, there were two ouses which here joined to- 
gether to make one. 
their long journey in the desert delighted to linger 
here a little while before the strenuous campaign across 
the river. If the locusts came to them, however, they 
would begin to learn something of the uncertainty that 
always hangs over the seeming prosperity of the agri- 
culturalist, a 


The Wickedness of the High Places 


LAS what a sad chapter comes from the top of 

the mountain, the High Place of Moab. There 
stili are to be seen the ruins of the temple of Baal, 
the very Baal-Peor where were the revolting orgies 
of the Israelites with Moabite women, devotees in the 
lascivious rites of Baal worship; as a result of which, 
both physical and moral, such a multitude of the Is- 
raelites perished. Is it-any wonder a sentence of exe- 
cution went out against the Canaanites who also 
indulged in such wickedness in the name of religion? 
We may well draw the curtain over this scene at Baal- 
Peor, es 


Balak’s Lookout Points 


oot these same ‘heights the*prophecies of: Balaam 
were spoken. Pére Mallon says; “For this sub- 
lime scene one could not-find a better location than 
the heights of Metabe. Balak, who lived on the heights, 
conducted the prophet to the edge of Bamoth Baal, 
from where he perceived the last ranks of Israel. Fhen 
to another point on Pisgah from. which he saw but 
the extremity of the encampment; and at last to. the 
summit of Peor, a-kind of observatory dominating the 
whole plain on which was spread out the tents of the 
élect people.” How. vividly the scene unrolls before us! 
It is thus that the Biblical story is so real in that land. 


Monuments of a Lost Civilization 


AST of all, and strangest of all, it is not that here 
we find the history of Israel written on the heights 
and the slopes and the plain, but that “a characteris- 


No wonder the Israelites after - 
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tic of this region is the great number of megalithic 
monuments which stretch along the Wadi Kephrein 
clear up to the heights of Metabe. These belong to 
a_ lost civilization, proto-archeology, perhaps to ante- 
diluvian times; -. These. monuments were as much a 
puzzle to the Hebrews as they passed, and to the Ca- 
naanites whom they displaced, as they are to us. This 


“is indeed a strange world with a great unwritten 


history.” 
Pére A, Mallon, Notes on certain sites along the eastern 
Ghor, Biblica, April-June, 1929, pp. 214-232. 


Pottery as a Gauge of Antiquity 


HE work of Dean Badé of the Pacific School of 
Religions at Tell en-Nesby, which he believes to 
be the ancient Mizpah, has been in progress this. sum- 
mer again, The discovery, now at,,the end..of the 
season, of two important tombs, and.a large cave 
and cistern strengthened the identification in the 
mind of those who believe this to.be the real Mizpah. 
There are coins of the time of Archelaus from whom 
the parents of our Lord, turned aside to Nazareth on 
their return from Egypt. Another tomb produced 
pottery from about 600 B. C., near the time of the 
fall of Jerusalem. Still another earlier tomb of the 
time of the Judges or the early Monarchy produced 
a large and varied amount of’ pottery typical of that 
period. Indeed, it is.the typical character of the pot- 
tery here, aS now everywhere, that determines the 
age of the antiquities with which ‘it is associated. And 
the attestation of the continued existence of this city, 
from the early times of the Judges down over’ the 
time of Jeremiah and on to the days of. our Lord, 
makes it more and more likely that the identification 
as Mizpah may be correct. 
Levy, special correspondent, New York Times, July 7, 1929. 


ve 
Stone Newspapers 


ECENTLY most interesting discoveries in the 

civil life of Rome about the beginning of the 
Christian era. throw an unexpected light upon some 
New Testament expressions, especially “The Acts of 
the Apostles.” The popular idea of the origin of the 
public press dates from 1536 when a little newspaper 
was issued in Venice and sold for a small coin called 
a “gazetta,” hence the name gazette for a rewspaper. 
Discoveries in the region of Ostia, however, make 
certain that the public press originated long before 
the invention of movable types. There are indications 
of such as early as 960 B, C. The greatest impetus, 
however, was given to the idea by Julius Cesar who 
himself wrote such interesting accounts of his Gallic 
campaigns. When he became emperor, he established 
the practice of issuing news tablets which were ‘ex- 
hibited in the market place. A number of such “news- 
papers” on <tone have been found. The name given to 
these was Acta Urbis, ‘oings of the City,” or Acta 
Diurna, “Daily Doings,” or Acta. Populi Romani, “Acts 
of the Roman People.” How perfectly natural and 
in keeping with the popular usage it was for Luke 
to prepare Acta Apostolorum, “Acts of the Apostles.” 


4 
Three Kinds of News in Ancient Rome 


Be character of the Acta published by the gov- 
ernment is: also significant: Three kinds of news 
were given out, or rather the public mind ‘seemed to 
run in three especial chanfels in comment upon-affairs, 
There was news of the decrees of the government 
and the sittings of the Senate; news also concerning 
the royal family, and other distinguished persons, 
births and deaths and such items; and-last of all, 
news of the Empire, especially of Rome itself, indus- 
try, construction of buildings, disasters and mishaps, 
births and deaths of important families. fox 

How familiar this_outline of Acta appears when 
we recall the decrees recorded by Luke, the prominence 
given to “Czesar’s household” in the Acts-and the 
Epistles, and the familiar chatty method of recounting 
incidental matters, such as health and deaths, a needed 
“cloak” and “parchments,” and the interests of. a ‘fun- 
away slave. It was to be expected that New Testa- 
ment writings would conform in literary method. to the 
style of the day, yet it comes with something of surprise, 
as well as much of pleasure, to find now these Acta 
so exactly in form like’ the Acts of the Apostles. 

Arnaldo Cortesi- in. New. York Times, July vt, oan. 


Ten Weert of Research in Palestine 


Aor communication of Mr. Levy in the New 
York Times sets before us the ten years’ work of 
my very distinguished colleague, Dr. William F. Al- 
bright, at Kirjath-sepher and in the éxplorations at 
Sodom. Of ‘the wonderful fraternity of scholars at 
Jerusalem, Mr. Levy says: “To one who rfreads and 
hears constantly about the bitter strife between the 
different religions and sects, and between conservative 
and liberal members of each sect, the very existence 
of such an institution (American School of Oriental 
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Research at Jerusalem) .may seem incredible. The 
present Director of the school, Dr. W. F. Albright, 
has just completed ten years of. service at Jerusalem 
and has been called to Johns, Hopkins University to 
become head of the Department of -Semitics there, 
following the late Paul Haupt. An. interesting phase 
of the recent development of the school is the close 
relations established with Palestinian scholars, both 
Jewish and Arab. Dr. Albright frequently lectures 
before Jewish audiences in Hebrew on archeological 
and Biblical topics. Dr. Albright’s place as Director 
is being taken in July by Dean C. C. McCown of the 
Pacific School of Religions.” 

All this is of great interest to us all of Tae Sunpay 
Scuoo. Times. For it is with Dr. Albright as col- 
league and director of field operations that I have been 
working, and we have now arrangements almost all com- 
pleted to return to the work at Kirjath-sepher next 
sprihg’'and proceed to uncover the temple or palace 


in whith was ‘found the great Canaanite snake-god-’ 


dess and to excavate what appears to be some portion 
of the civic center of the city. We hope for most 
important finds on these sites and will keep the 
readers of the Times again informed from -week to 
week of the progress of the work. 

Levy in New York Times, June 4, 1929. 


St. Louts. R 
we ‘ 


An Airplane Attendance Race 


By Alice Crowell Hoffman 


O STIMULATE regular attendance a Primary 

superintendent used an airplane race idea. 
Across the front of the room she strung two wires 
parallel to each other. She found stove-pipe wire 
a good type to use for the purpose. At a ten-cent 
store she bought two toy airplanes, which she hooked 
to the wires. To the one airplane a tag marked 
“Girls” was attached, to the other a similar tag 
marked “Boys.” 

Each Sunday the race was on. If the boys had the 
highest percentage of attendance their plane went 
ahead in the race, and vice versa. After the session 
the planes were pushed back to one side of the room 
ready to race again the following Sunday. 

The plan helped in keeping up regular attendance 
because both the boys and girls were keen about being 
ahead. The simplicity of it appealed to the superintend- 
ent and teachers. Once it was set up there was no 
further work connected with it. 5 

York, Pa.’ ’ . 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














delphia. No names or addresses or iden’ 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 
Dear Mother Ruth: I am a reader of The Sunday School 
Times which I find a great help and blessing to me. As 
soon as my paper arrives each week, the first thing I look 
for is your letter, as it is always full of help and encour- 
agement. I have something that I pray by the help of 
God you will be able to enlighten me in. I love my Sav- 
iour and I feel I cannot do enough for him, and yet when 
I pray I cannot feel that nearness of his presence that I 
should like to feel. I don’t have that sweet communion 
that I long for, that I hear others say they have, 
and. yet my continual prayer is that the Lord will teach 
me how to pray aright. What must I do to get this joy 
in prayer?—A PERPLEXED READER (IN ENGLAND). 
M* DEAR READER: Can you look upon your 
Saviour as a waiting Saviour? Waiting to pour 
out upon you the sweetness of his presence you long to 
feel?. “All things are ready in Him” we sing, and 
such is the truth. The fault is surely with you, if 
you are not having the richest communion. I wonder 
if you are trying to hold on to any sinfulness or 
worldliness from which he is calling you to separate? 
Examine yourself closely before him, and see if he 
is trying to talk to you and calling you to yield some- 
thing that you want to hold. on to. Be still before 
him, as you go Over all the things of which the 
Spirit will speak to you, concerning the next step of 
renunciation for you. You know as we grow there 
are new things that come to us and which we never 
were troubled over; but when we get very close to 
Him, we find they are out of place, and we must come 


" out and be separate. The nearer we get to the Lord 


Jesus, the more the world appears to us as full of 


-. things to which the Lord Jesus will not be a partner. 


Be wholly the Lord’s and there isn’t enough power in 
this old earth to keep you from the joy of the Lord. 
And you know, unless you have the joy of the Lord 
to be your strength, you will be a weakling and cannot 
have the fellowship with him you are now craving. 
Don’t let it disturb you that you are craving and 
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hungering for ‘closer fellowship with Him than you 
have had; let it be a delight, for he has promised you 
“shall be filled.” I like that which came from the 
pen of J. H. Jowett, when he said, “There are some 
people who visit Christ; there are others who abide 
in him.” -Are yeu “praying without ceasing’? How 
often do you speak with the Lord? Can you turn to 
him at eVery new scene in the day, and talk to him 
and ask for guidance? Do you know the fifteenth chap- 
ter of John? I fear you will think I am asking you 
many questions, but I want you to think for yourself, 
and see where you are holding off the blessing of 
communion. I know if you will “wait on the Lord” 
he will be true to his promise. And what a change 
will come to you! Read Isaiah 40:31: “But they 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall 
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not 
faint.” You see, here is a spring of joy to which you 
are entitled and you are to receive full measure. 

How much praise do you put into your praying? 
Read the Psalms, and see how David praised God when 
his heart was heavy, as well as when he was glad. 
Ring out the note of praise to him who has redeemed 
you, and sing of his mercies, and rejoice in the Lord! 
Do you say you do not feel like it? That does not 
matter, does it? You know you will sing praises all 
through eternity and you want to begin now; and tell 
the Lord Jesus how much you love him, and you will 
experience a joy such as this old world knows noth- 
ing about. Remember, your communion with the Lord 
is dependent upon the constancy of your talking to him. 
“Speak oft with thy Lord.” 
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Miss Christabel Pankhurst 
Coming to America , . 
AS over’ ten ‘years ago Miss Christabel 


Pankhurst was looked upon as the “most conspic- 
uous leader of the woman suffragists in England.” In 
1918 she came to the turning point in her life when 
she discovered some volumes on prophecy in a book 
shop. As she considered God’s program for the world, 
she realized that “this divine program is absolutely 
the only one that can solve the international, social, 
political, and moral problems of the world.” Since 
that time Miss Pankhurst has written four important 
and widely read books on prophecy. She is one of 
the most brilliant students of world affairs from the 
Scriptural point of view. 

Miss Pankhurst is coming to. America this fall to 
lecture on prophecy and the Second Coming of the 
Lord. She will be available for speaking engagements 
from October 9 to April 4. Churches, Bible Schools, 
and other Christian organizations all over the country 
will wish to take advantage of her visit to America. 
Invitations should be addressed as early as possible 
to Miss Christabel Pankhurst, care of Mrs. T. C. 
Thomson, Chateau Apartments, Sherbrooke Street, 
Montreal, Canada. 

Miss Pankhurst is writing several new articles ex- 
clusively for the Times on “Current World Events 
Which Are Heralding Our Lord’s Promised Return.” 
It is hoped to publish the articles during the autumn 
and winter, and they promise to bring both needed 
warning and welcome assurance to the world and 
to the Church. 




















A guide to sound books for the family 





- The Christian Home Library Club 
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By Henry Beets, LL.D. 




















bay WESTERN Michigan, tens of thousands of 
American citizens are of Dutch descent and of 
the Reformed persuasion. In the city of Grand 
Rapids alone, about one-third of the population -of 
about 150,000 are considered as having Holland biood 
flowing in their veins. And at least an equal number 
is found along the banks of the Grand, Black, Kala- 
mazoo, and ‘Muskegon rivers. The forbears of these 
tens of thousands reached our American shores some 
seventy-five years ago. Religious persecution, caused 
by their adherence to the old-time religion of their 
fathers, drove them from the lowlands by the North 
Sea to the valleys and hills of wesiern Michigan. 
The great and overwhelming majority of the. de- 
scendants of these “pilgrim fathers of the West,” as 
they have been called, are still loyal to the great 
fundamentals of the Reformed faith, for which their 


ancesiors fought manfully during eighty long, weary . 


years of bloody struggle against what was then the 
mightiest empire of earth—that of Spain. The. pro- 
fessors of their theological seminaries at Holland and 
Grand Rapids, Mich., teach in harmony with these 
fundamentals. And the ministers of the various Re- 
formed and Christian Reformed congregations are 
still the trusted shepherds of their orthodox flocks. 
The trumpet of none of them is giving an uncertain 
voice. 

This orthodoxy was maintained in former decades 
by the influence of wholesome Christian literature in 
the Dutch tongue, imported from the Netherlands. 
But in recent years, as observed by the pastors of both 
the denominations named above, and as English took 
the place of the Holland language, a flood of unsound 
literature found its way into the homes of some of 
their people, causing a number of them to be tossed 
to and fro and carried about with winds of doctrines 
not in harmony with their Reformed creed. In order 
to stop this flow of heretical, or at least tainted liter- 
ature, and especially to promote the purchase and 
reading of books_of the right kind, the happy idea 
originated in the mind of Mr. Jacob Fris, an enter- 
prising book dealer in Holland, Mich., to organize 
a Christian Home Library Club. Its books are to 
be selected by a responsible committee of six men, 
three of them belonging to the Reformed Church in 
America and three connected with the Christian Re- 
formed denomination. The Club has been in existence 
now for a number of months and its membership is 
growing constantly. The rule is to have three books 
selected and recommended each month. Books on re- 
ligion, Bible study helps, and missionary books have 
had the most prominent place on the lists so far. Good, 
uplifting fiction, as well as history, biography, and 
travel, have also been selected. 

The Selecting Committee is on a constant lookout 
for the best in the publishers’ lists of new books, but 
from time to time some of the best volumes published 
a generation or more ago are also chosen. It is 
the standing rule of this Committee of six that only 
fundamentally sound books, breathing a true Christian 








Spirit, will be chosen, in harmony with the Confession 
of- the denominations served. The purpose and ex- 
pectation is that in each home a truly Christian library 
can be built up in the course of time, hence the name 
“Christian 'Home Library Club.” 

All that the Club members obligate themselves to is 
to sign a membership blank, by which they agree to 
join either Class A,, including the purchase of at.least 
nine books a year, with a ten percent cash discount, or 
Class B, binding them to buy four books per year, with 
five percent discount. Each of the members receives 
a bulletin each month, with a description of the three 
books of the month selected by the Committee. If no 
reply is received within ten days, the first choice is 
sent. If at any time a member feels that he is not 
interested in that* particular month’s list of choices, he 
may substitute any. book that has been on previous 
lists. Or if he receives a book he does not care for, 
upon looking it over, he may exchange it for another 
choice, providing the book be returned immediately. 
Several books of great merit have already been chosen 
and sent out, including a new edition of “Pilgrim’s 
Progress and Grace Abounding.” 

The members of the Selecting Committee are thor- 
oughly committed to the great fundamentals of their 
Reformed confession, and are loyal to such great 
truths as the inspiration of the Bible, the deity of 
Christ, his Virgin Birth, his substitutionary atonement, 
and his bodily resurrection. 

It is with the conviction that what these men have 
chosen and expect to select will be of benefit to the 
tens of thousands of Christian families reached by 
THE SuNnpDAY ScHooL Times, that this article is writ- 
ten. We expect to labor in the closest fellowship with 
the Editor of this weekly paper, and with outstanding, 
conservative Bible students, to whom lists of books 
under consideration will be sent in advance, that in- 
formation may be obtained from them showing 
whether or not they know of any reasons why any 


..book named should not be recommended. 


The three men of the Reformed Church on the 
Selecting Committee of the Christian ‘Home Library 
Club-are the Rev. J. E. Kuizenga, D.D., president of 
Western. Theological Seminary, of the Reformed 
Church in America, and also professor of Systematic 
Theology in that school; the Rev. Albertus Pieters, 
D.D., professor of English Bible and Missions, West- 
ern Theological Seminary; and Mr. Wynand Wichers, 
A.M., until recently Professor of History in Hope 
College. Their alternate is Mr. George Schuiling, a 
prominent Sunday-school worker. All of these men 
live in Holland, Mich. : 

The Christian Reformed members, all living in 
Grand Rapids, Mich., are Professor Jacob G. Vanden 
Bosch, professor of English literature at Calvin Col- 
lege; the Rev. R. B. Kuiper, pastor of the Lagrave 
Avenue Christian Reformed Church, and the wrier, 
director of Missions of his denomination, and joint 
editor of the Missionary Monthly-Reformed Review. 

Granp Rapips, Mic. 
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LESSON 12. 











SEPTEMBER 22. MALACHI FORETELLS A NEW DAY 
International Uniform Lesson.—Mal. 1:1 to 4:6 
Golden Text.— Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me.— Mal. 3:1 

















The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Historical Setting i? 
HING is known of the history of Malac Li 

“NI phew: what may be learned from his book” 
(Davis’ Bible Dictionary). The Temple had 

been rebuilt, the worship of Jehovah had been _re- 
established, and yet the nation was suffering. That 
was the situation when Malachi arose. Haggai had 
promised that if only the people would rebuild the 
house of the Lord prosperity would be theirs. Yet 
still the wished-for relief had not come. Malachi gives 
the reason. He shows that it was of no use for the peo- 


le to be outwardly diligent in the service of God while. 


in heart and life they were careless of his demands. 


Verse by Verse 

Malachi 3:1—My messenger. John the Baptist 

. 11:10). 
i pas indy ‘Thege may be therefore a solemn play upon 
the word. God was sending his messenger then; he 
would send him yet more emphatically and unmistak- 
ably before he came himself to judgment. This an- 
nouncement is taken from Isaiah 40:3. The messenger 
here referred to is not a heavenly being, nor the angel 
of the Lord, the second person of the blessed Trinity 
as in the second part of this verse, but an earthly mes- 
senger. He shall prepare the way. By taking away 
ungodliness through the preaching of. repentance. _ 

Messenger of the covenant, This is identical with 

Lord. ‘He is the messenger of the covenant, (1) 
‘as announcing the terms of God’s proposed covenant 
with men; (2) as himself being thé party to and the 
guarantee of the fulfillment of its terms (Heb. 8:8). 
Suddenly come. Not immediately but unexpectedly. 

Whom ye desire. The people were impatient and 
disappointed because the promised Messiah had not yet 
come. They fondly thought that his coming would be 
a delight to them. They had yet to realize that his 
coming would mean something very different from 
their anticipations. It would mean not just the politi- 
cal ascendancy of Israel over the Gentiles, nor just 
material prosperity. It would rather imply moral 
supremacy and spiritual prosperity. The attitude of 
the people then toward the great problems of God’s 
government and their own needs was very much the 
same as that of the Pharisees four hundred years later. 
It was marked by a shallowness of thought and an in- 
ability to realize the moral and ethical demands that 
God made upon them. Are we better than they? How 
many of God’s people who are really longing for the 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ have any notion what- 
ever of the tremendous moral issues of that return? 
And how many of us ethically are really ready for 
that great event? 

Verse 2.—He is like a refiner’s fire (cf. Matt. 4: 24). 
The smelter’s fire melts out all the impurities that are 
mixed with the metal. And the lye or alkaline salt is 
the means by which the fuller separates the dirt from 
the garments to be cleansed.. The two figures have 
but one meaning. 

Verse 3.—Sit describes the deliberateness and -thor- 
oughness of the Lord’s action. He has predestinated 
his children to be conformed. to the image of his Son 
(Rom. 8:29). And he will go on until he perfects 
that which concerneth them (Psa. 138:8). The sons 
' of Levi. It is noteworthy that the process of purifica- 
tion begins with the Levites. This includes the priest- 
hood. These men knew most and therefore their 
: responsibility was the greatest. The same principle 


applies to the Church and to its officers and ministers. : 


Verse 5.—I will be a swift witness, Note the -four 
classes of sins specially rebuked: 

(1) Superstitious 

¢2) The morally unclean : 

(3) The fraudulent and deceitful 

(4) The oppressors . . wo 

Verse 7.—Ordinances. This word usually refers to 
ceremonial observances. Yet the context heré shows 
: that along with the ceremonial there was an ethical 
significance. All the sins of verse 5 were due to the 
absence of the fear. of the Lord. 


Verse 10.—Tithe. The tenth part of all their in- 
crease. For the teaching of the Bible on this theme 
see the concordances, "Note especially Leviticus 27: 
30-34 and Numbers 28:21. For. the heave-offéring 
see Exodus 29:27. Yet here again observe the con- 
nection between verses 5 and 10. The spirit that kept 
back the tithe from God was the spirit of covetousness. 
And this was the same spirit that prompted the actions 
of verse 5. Selfishness is the antithesis of love. And 
it is that sin that keeps men back from God, for God is 


Malachi’s own name means “my mes-. 


Rievetiang) Reading; Isaiah 11 : 1-10. 
rimai opic: The ise of God’s Blessing. 
Lesson Material : Malachi 1: x to 4: 6. 
Memory Verse; Jehovah is good; his lovingkindness en- 
dureth for ever.—Psa. 100: 5. 
Junior Topic: The Promise of God’s Blessing. 
Lesson Material: Malachi x; to 4: 6. 
Memory Verse: Psa. 100: 5. 


Intermediate and Seniot Topic: Our Part in Bringing in a Better 
Tepe fo Young People and Adults: Preparing the Way of the 





a 








The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
3721-12 

3:1 Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, will sud- 
denly come to his temple; ‘and the * messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye desire, behold, he cometh, saith Jeho- 
vah of hosts. 2 But who can abide the day of his coming? 
and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a 
refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 3 and he will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of 
Levi, and refine them as gold and silver; and they shall 
offer unto Jehovah offerings in righteousness. 4 Then shall 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto Jeho- 
vah, as in the daye of old, and as in ancient years. 
I will come near to you to judgment; and | will be a swift 
witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, 


and against the false swearers, and against those that op-. 


press the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the father- 
less, and that turn aside the sojourner from his right, 
and fear not me, saith Jehovah of hosts. 6 For I, Jehovah, 
change not; therefore ye, O sons of Jacob, are~not con- 
sumed. 

7 From the days of your fathers ye have turned aside 
from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return 
unte me, and I will return unto you, saith Jehovah of hosts. 
But ye say, Wherein shall we return? 8 Will a man reb 
Ged? yet ye rob me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed 
thee? Im tithes and * offerings. §$ Ye are cursed with ‘the 
curse; for ye rob me, even this whole nation. 10 Bring ye 
the whole tithe into the store-house, that there may be 
food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Je- 
hovah of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not 

oom enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the de- 
vourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy: the fruits 
of your ground; neither shall your vine cast its fruit before 
the time in the field, saith Jehovah of hosts. 12 And all 
nations shall call you happy; for ye shall be a delightsome 
land, saith Jehovah of hosts. 
~ 70Or, even. ?Or, angel. * Heb., heave-offerings, 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 

generally indicated in the American Standard Version 

in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








love. God is eternally giving. 
thinks only of getting. And there can be no harmony 
between these two. The tithe technically and primarily 
was for the maintenance of the Levites. So that not 
merely these officials had been sinners before the law, 
but the whole nation had sinned also, and that espe- 
cially in that very worship of Jehovah. which it was 
the function of the Levites to carry out. 


The selfish person ~ 





The Messenger 
By Amos R. Wells 


he Lord has seng his messenger before him, 

his messenger preparing all his way, that all 
his own may honor and adore him, that all his own 
may worship and obey. But who can stand the 
day of his appearing ? and who endure his purifying 
fire? and who survive the trembling, shame, and 

. fearing of his most just and all-consuming ire ?. For 
he will be a witness swift-revealing our cruelty, our 
foulness, and our lies, our base injustices, our double 
dealing, all open to his clear-discerning eyes.. And 
as Jehovah's envoy comes to con us, and finds us 
robbing him of all his due, the endless curse will . 
surely fall upon us, the deadly sorrow and eternal _ 
rue. And yet—and yet— Jehovah is unchanging; 
his promises of old are unforgot, and all our sins | 
polluting and estranging, his everlasting mercy knows 
to blot. As we to him, so he to us is turning; as : 
we repent, we find him loving still, so-reaching to- - 
waid us with his infinite yearning, so pressing on us - 
his compassionate will. He will forgive us as we 
stand confessing, he will uplift us from our shame 
and woe, and out of Heaven’s windows pour a bless- 
ing that all our lives will fill and overflow. So may 
God’s Malachi be sent before him, so may his 
messenger prepare his way, so may God's people 
honor and adore him, and all his ransomed worship 
and obey. 











A Lesson Outline 
_ THE Lorp’s Cominc 
1. The promise (vy. 1) 
2. The prospect (v. 2) 
3. The preparation (v. 7} 
Golden Topics 


iv 1 

1. Readiness for the Advent. Practically to-be ready 
for our Lord’s return to the earth means to be filled 
with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18). For only the fullness 
of the Spirit in a. man’s heart can bring forth the 
fruit_of the Spirit (Gal. 5: 22, 23).. And. this fruit of 
the Spirit is the Christlike, character which-alone. can 
evade the condemnation pronounced here. The best 
way to avoid negatively the failures set forth here 
is to bring forth positively the fruit of a holy life. 

_2. Note that the injunctions to bring the whole 
tithe into the storehouse in order to receive blessing 
are addressed to Jews. And they typify not the un- 
s ed, but Christians: To the unsaved God’s Word 
is not “give” but “receive” (John 1:12). To the 
saved who desire to enter into. fuller blessing the 
word is “give” (Rom. ‘12: 1). It is very important to 
make the distinction’ clear ‘to’ our pupils. Of course 
there is a sense! in which even’ receiving in¢ludes giving. 
And there is a sense in’ which our giving includes yet 
further receiving. But that should not’ be-allowed to 
obscure for the pupils the plain distinction between 
the two things. For salvation we have only to receive. 
For consecration we have also to give. 


3. It is only when the whole tithe is brought into 
the storehouse that there can be real heart peace and 
joy in the Lord. The tithe primarily refers to our mate- 
rial possessions, that is to say, to our money. And we 
do well to teach our pupils the privilege and joy they 
may have as Christians in thus offering to the Lord. 
It should, I think, be stressed that this strictly be- 
longs only to those who themselves have received the 
Lord Jesus Christ. But the wider principle is involved 
of the consecration of ourselves to. the Lord... The 
presentation of a tenth part was the practical acknowl- 
edgment that | the other. .nine-tenths belonged also to | 
the Lord. Tithing must logically go on until it, has 
included our very selves. 

4. The coming of the kingdom. We all pray, “Thy 
kingdom come.” But the coming of the kingdom 
means the rule of Christ. It is idle to look for the 
kingdom of God to be set up in the world until it has 
been begun in our own hearts. 


The Practical Aim 


The acknowledgment of ae Christ as King in 
each individual heart and life. 


Tunsripce WELLS, Enc. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of Providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and sccounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members cf 
The Sunday School Times staff;— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatten, Mrs, Askew, Mr. -Smith,: and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, ; Mr. Lane.. Have. you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem 
bers of your class, letting them ‘see whether they can 
discover the‘ answers as given in the following ‘issue? 


HAT is the unique significance of Malachi’s book? 


: 2.. What is its key-word question? How many 
times does it occur? ; ’ 


3. What references can you find in the books 
prophets rebuking the sin of Israel?  ©(Personal.) 


4. Give New Testament. references of the rebuke of 
Israel’s sin. 


5. What significant change in Malachi 3: 10. is made 


of other 


in the American Standard Version? 


. 6, Show that God’s attitude on financial matters ; has 
not essentially changed in. New Testament times.  ° 


7. What should be the Christian’s attitude toward. the 
tithe ? : at ' 


‘ 4% “s > : * 
8. What is the universal experience of tithers with 
reference to giving exactly one-tenth ? 


9. Should a tither include in his tithe the gifts he makes 


h to indigent relatives 


‘fo. How may a farmer or merchant. tithe, who cannot 
know until the end of the year the amount of his in- 
come? 

11. Indicate any New Testament fulfillment of Malachi, 
12. Do. Malachi’s prophecies concerning the advent all 
refer to the same one, — the first? 


13. Why is- Malachi especially helpful to this age of 
the Church? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 














Lesson. for: September 22 


This Week's Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tut Principe oF CorrELATION.—Connect with 
the lesson related truth from other sources. 








F IT should seem that we are making a too frequent 
appeal to the principle of corfelation, it may 
well to recognize that the Old Testament is incapable 
of adequate interpretation without reference to the 
New. And when we come to the prophet who was the 
last voice of God to Israel until He came who spake 
as never man spake, we cannot. interpret his message 
until we see in it not only a repetition of the warnings 
that have come again and again to the Israel that 
forgot’ God, bat also a repetition of prophecies whose 


nearer fulfillment we are permitted to trace in the rec- > 


ord we call the New Testament. Other prophets have 
rebuked the sins of priest and people and also set forth 
the tender compassion of their God whom they had 
so grievously wronged.. Also had these prophets told 
of judgment, and no doubt there were those who felt 
that in the exile that judgment had fallen. But here 
is a warning of a day yet to come that ‘shall burn as 
an oven. Is it of a day. yet to be, the day of Revela- 
tion 6:17? And if so, do these prophecies of Malachi 
stretch out beyond the days when they found a first 
fulfillment (Matt, 11:10) to the days when the re- 
jected King of the Jews shall come again? j 

A very practical corrélation with New Testament 
teaching that applies to the present day can be ‘made 
in the matter of our financial duty. toward God and the 
blessing that flows out upon those who are. faithful -in 
this regard. Second Corinthians 9: 6-8 is’ suggested 
for the consideration of any Christian who perchance 
would excuse himself by donating the application 
Malachi 3: 8-12 to the Jew. 

Huntinopon, Pa, 

J 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 
In the Steel Plant.—But who can abide the day of 


‘his coming? and who' shall stand when he appeareth? | 


for he is like a refiner’s fire (v. 2). The little Bible, 
‘no biggef than a Testament, I carry in my hip pocket 
begins the syriopsis of this‘chapter, “Of the messénger, 
majesty, and grace of Christ.” The last word in the 
Old Testament is to tell us that Jesus Christ is 
coming again. The Holy Spirit seems to think it is 
very important the race does not lose sight of this 
great and important fact. Please note particularly 
the refiner’s fire he is said to be like. Up and down 
the Brandywine here in Coatesville the refiner’s fire 
has never been a little half-gallon crucible of plumbago 
or some other refractory, blown by a half-naked man 
jumping up and down on a crude leather-made bellows. 
In the old days the refiner’s fire here was the char- 
coal hearths of the forge. Then came the puddling 
furnace where men, stripped to. the waist, stirred the 
boiling pig iron into blooms of wrought iron. The 
open hearth steel furnace follows, the nearest thing on 
earth made by man to that place from which Dives cried 
to Abraliam (Luke 16: 23). Now, in spite of general sup- 
position, men do not labor and sweat at the open-hearth 
“refining fire, but great machines operated by that 
mysterious something which comes. down from heaven 
on the sunlight, and whose inner secret no one has yet 
discovered, and which we call electricity, handle the 
tons of: pig iron, junk, ore, stone, and scrap. Now here 
is the-point of all this steel works stuff. When the 
Lord Jesus comes, how the old world plant will seethe 
and boil as the Master Refiner produces his high grade 
“steel” from the scrap yard product! Do you know 
they are making now the finest of steel from “old 
stoves,” the cheapest of aH scrap? All Iron Rosers 
will. understand this lesson if you don’t! 


The. Employed Girls.—For I, Jehovah, change not; 
’ therefore’ y&O sons of. Jacob, are not tonsumed (¥. 
6). When I come to this text I have to smile. It 
' brings back the only continuous performance religious 
meeting in which I ever had a part. In New York City, 
““as an outgrowth of the Billy Sunday meetings held 
_ there with such great success some years ago, a com- 
' ‘pany of the leading~Christian women, with Mrs. Helen 
Gould Shepard among them, have a nocn-day meet- 
‘tng for’ the employed girls of the Fifth Avenue dis- 
trict. This meeting follows a fifty cent lunch which 
' 4s served for a quarter. I was asked to speak to these 
‘girls. My peculiar instructions were to give the first 
half of my address for twenty minutes, then lay low 
while they sang and the leader Scriptared and re- 
marked. Then I- was te give the second half of my 
‘address for twenty minutes. Again lay low an in- 
‘terval and repeat for twenty minutes. Lay low again, 
then repeat for twenty minutes. Some schedule? — 
well, I should say! When I got to the place I found 
the reason for this strange arrangement was that the 
‘girls came in big bunches, one “following the other, 


» Malachi 3:16, 17 for a date. 


of | 
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giving me a constantly changing audience.: :One bunch 
would get part of the address and another bunch an- 
other part,.and the girls put the parts together and 
would get the whole thing — mebbe?. It so happened 
the leader had written the above text on the blackboard 
and signed it Malachi 3:6. When it came my time 
I went to the board, and drew a 1 before the 6. I 
told the girls when they wrote to a sweetheart to put 
No, I did not follow 
directions, I talked about Héaven’s jewels for the first 
twenty minutes, and for the other twenty minutes gave 
each company of girls a good girl story, so when all 
the girls got together they would have four of my 
best stories. The only connection this has with the 
lesson subject is that this day in New York with that 
fie bunch of girls to me was one of Malachi’s foretold 
“new days,” when woman through Christ’s religion 
has come to her own. ; 


The Happy Land.—And all nations shall call you 
happy; for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith Jeho- 
vah of hosts (v. 12). This is Monday, and yesterday 
I taught the lesson of Ezekiel’s vision of the abun- 
dance. of waters. (You may remember it in 
August.) I called attention to the great _ possi- 
bilities of water power by virtue of the almost thirteen 
hundred-foot fall from the Mediterranean to the Dead 
Sea.’ I had: before the class the great picture of the 
plan of Imbeau, the engineer of the French Govern- 
ment, for improving this water power. I pictured’ what 
cheap and unlimited power meant to a country; how 
the .sweet -water of the snow-capped Lebanons could 


~be raised* by’ electric power from reservoirs ‘in: the 
_besom of the earth and used’ to make the land blossom 


in the way God intended it to. I showed how, when 
this carne fo pass, the Iand would fill up with the 
Zionists, and: it would become,-.with the water andi the 
tropical sun, and the genius of the Jew, one of the most 
lovely garden spots of the world. As the text says, 
“A delightsome land” filled with happy people. A 
little company of Hebrews have already returned to 
this “mother country.” I had the privilege of spending 
an evening a_while ago with the head of the movement 
over there who was on a visit to this. country, and he 
told me:that we people in this country could not realize 
the possibilities of the Holy Land when it. becomes: de- 
veloped. It can easily be imagined that when the day 
comes when the hillsides of Palestine are covéred with 
prosperous farms and villages it will indeed be a “de- 
lightsome land,” and the nations will call the people 
“happy.” Indeed, even in its present nakedness, alt 
those who visit the land: come back and say to me, 


“You ought te join one of the parties that go over, and 


see the wonderful country for yourself.” Then they 
add, “It is a delightful trip.” In fact, this paper has 
been advertising this very thing for a long while. Of 
course, we Americans think our land is a “delightsome 
land,” and we like to consider ourselves as “happy 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons tor 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 7.—The Story of Ezekiel. Ezek. 1 : 1-3; 
2:1 to 3:27; 8:1-4; 11 522-25; 24: 15-24; 33: 30-33 
2. July 14.—Ezekiel Teaches Personal Responsibility. 
Ezek. 18 : 1-32; 33: 1-20 
21.—Ezekiel’s Vision of Hope ....... Ezek. 47 : 1-12 
4. July 28—The Story of Daniel. Dan. 1 : 1-21; 
2213-19; 4:19; 7:28; 8: 15-18; 9: 20-23; 10: 1-19; 12:9 
s- August 4.—Belshazzar’s Feast. (Temperance Lesson.) 
Dan. § : 1-31 
6. August 11.—Daniel Among the Lions. ...... Dan, 6: 1-28 
7- August 18—The Return from Captivity. 
Jer. 29: 10-14; Ezra 1:1-11; Psa. 126: 1-6 
8. August 25.—Rebuilding the Temple. 
Ezra 3:1 to 6:22; Psa, &: 
9. September 1.—Ezra’s Return to Jerusalem. 
Ezra 7:1 to 8: 36 
1o. September 8—Nehemiah Rebuilding the Wall of 
ORME; Lire os <wnbaes cies Meueaaee Neh, a:1 to 7:4 
11. September 15.—Teaching the Law of God ..Neh. 8 21-18 
12. September 22,—Malachi Foretells a New Day 
Mal. 1:1 to 426 
13. September 29.—Review: Significance of the -Exile 
and the: Restoration. 
an Fourth Quarter 
1. October 6.—Recognizing Our Debt to Others, 
Neh. 4:15-23; _Mark 12: 28-34; Rom. 15: 1-7; 
Phil. 2: 1-8; Col. 3:12; 4:1; Jas. 2: 14-17. 
2 October 13.—Keeping Fit for the Sake of Others. 
(Temperance Lesson.) Dan. 1:8-20; I Cor. 
ae 9: 19-27; 1 Tim. 4: 7-12; 2 Tim. 2: 1-5. 
3- October 20.—Useful Work a Christian Duty. 
Gen. 2:15; Exod. 20:9; Neh. 6:3; John 5:17; 
9:4; Acts 20 : 33-35; 2 Thess. 3 : 6-12; Eph. 4 :_28, 
4 October 27.—The Christian View of Recreation. 
Jer. 31 : 12, 13; Zech. 8:5; Matt. 11 : 16-19; Mark 
: 2: 18-28; 6 : 30-32; John 2: 1-11. 
5. November 3.—Respect for Rightful Authority 
(World’s Temperance Sunday): Mark 12: 13-17; 
Rom, 13 : 1-14; 1 Pet. 2: 13-17. 
6. November 10.—World Peace Through . Mutual 
Understanding. Isa. 2: 2-4; 11: 6-10; 19 : 23-25; 
Acts 17 : 22-28; Eph. 4 : 4-6, 13-19; John 4: 20, 21 
7- November 17.—Living With People of Other Races 
Ruth 1: 1-18; John 4: 5-10; Acts 10:1 to 11 : 18; 
Rom. 1:14; Gal. 3 : 28, 2 


3. July 
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people,” but like all the other lands there are lots of 
things that could be wonderfully improved. There is 
no need to specify them because every American citizen 
is fully alive to these defects. However, we are doing 
one particular thing that is making for a “happy peo- 
ple” and a “delightsome land,” and that is the driving 
out of “Old John Barleycorn.” Here in Coatesville 
the men who formerly packed our saloons on Satur- 
days now have their automobiles. They load up the 
family on Saturday afternoons and roll over the beau- 
tiful Pennsylvania countryside, and have a happy time 
picnicking along the rivers and among the hills. In- 
stead of spending money for alcohol and fines to the 
city with a “blue Monday” and “the tune the old cow 
died on,” they spend it for gasoline and rubber and 
come to work on a red, white, and blue Monday 
whistling “Yankee Doodle”! 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


The Illustration Round -Tableé 


LL readers are invited’ to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars tor the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
recurring: and reading carefully a leaflet exolaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that. good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson: text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
me desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 

A Champion Walker.—Therefore have I also made 
you contemptible and base before all the people, ac- 
cording as yé have not kept my ways (Mal. 2:9), In 
old days nd at country fairs and markets some fel- 
lows took occasion to make a little money by their 
wits, a certain person who called himself “Professor” 
Smith announced around town. that between certain 
hours he would walk backward at so rapid a.rate along 
the streets that he challenged any person to a contest. 
Of course he went about with his hat afterward getting 
appreciative contributions. Many professors and min- 
isters today could safely challenge the world to equal 
the pace at which they are walking backward, There 
are limits, however, to that kind of thing. “But they 
shall proceed no farther; for their folly shall be evi- 
dent unto all men.”—From The Irish Evangelical. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. 


Two Kinds of Unbelief.—Behold, he cometh (3:1). 
The unbelieving Jew looks for a Saviour to come, 
but disbelieves One has already come (though Jesus 
clearly has fulfilled definite prophecies in the Jews’ 
own Scriptures). The unbelieving Christian believes 
in the Saviour who has come, yet doubts or definitely 
disbelieves — perhaps even denies — that that Saviour 
is to come—a proposition just as clearly proclaimed 
by prophets of both Old and New Testament times.— 
From The Jewish-Era. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Hornell, N. Y. 

Imperfect Resurrection.—He will purify the sons 
of Levi (v. 3). A legend of the Jews relates that 
the prophet Ezekiel once raised a number of his 
countrymen from the dead,’ but the miracle was so 
far imperfect that the resuscitated men ever after re- 
tained the complexion of corpses, and their garments 
the smell of the sepulcher, .Some believe it is after 
this fashion that the Lord Jesus raises us-from the 
death of sin to the life of righteousness. So far at 
least as this world is concerned, they think we must 
expect to retain the blemishes and scent of moral cor- . 
ruption. We have not’so learned Christ. We believe 
in his ability and purpose to cleanse us from every 
defilement, and to keep us in perfect purity of flesh and 
spirit~-From the Expositor. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 

The Saved Hindu’s Reply.—‘or I, Jehovah, change 
not (v. 6). A Hindu, who had become a Christian, on 
his way to church one Sabbath passed some. British 
soldiers » who thought they =would joke with him. 
“Hello, Sammy,” they called. —-‘How’s Jesus this 
morning?” The Hindu stopped and leoked at them. 
“You Sahibs come from a great country that has 
known Jesus a long time. It-is: your country. that has 
given us this Book, to teach .us of him,” and he held 
up his Bible. “You ask how. Jesus. is.this morning. 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for- 
ever.” Two of the soldiers could not sleep that night. 
The next day they went to the Hindu. They ‘said, 
“We could not rest until we gave ourselves to Jesus. 
You ‘brought us to him.”"—From The Presbyterian. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark; Ohio. 

Watchmen-Evangelists.—Behold, I send my mes- 
senger, and he shall prepare the way before me (Golden 
Text). An old Chinese Christian begged the mis- 
sionary to send them a catechist. “But,” he said, “we 
don’t want a fine, stuck-up young man, whose voice 
can’t be heard beyond the third seat, though he may 
be full of wisdom inside. We want a man who goes 
about like the night watchman. He makes only two 
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sounds: Pok, pok! Pok, pok!” And the 
vid man got up and went round the room 
imitating the way in which the watchman 
strikes his bamboo at night to warn: the 
thieves. “We want a man to go through 
the villages with a loud voice, saying, 
‘Jesus can save! Jesus can savel’”— 
From “Robert and Louisa Stewart.” Sent 
by J. B. James, Toronto. 


The Chairs that Challenged.—My 
messenger (Golden Text). It is said of 
a famous preacher that he always preached 
“as a dying man to dying men.” It is 
such preaching that is always effective. A 
minister visiting a penitentiary one Sat- 
urday was invited by the Christian war- 
den to speak to the inmates the next day. 
That evening the minister felt impressed 
to go to the penitentiary and learn the 
details regarding the service. Noting two 
chaits draped in black in’ the main assem- 
bly room he inquired as to the reason. 
Said the warden, “These two chairs are 
draped for death. Your sermon will be 
the last these men will ever hear.” You 
can realize that Browning and Emerson 
figured very little in the sermon that was 
delivered on that occasion. There are 
chairs in most audiences draped for death. 
—From the Toronto Globe. Sent by 
J.B. James, Toronto. Prize illustration. 


Say, Fellows— _ 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The big windows. 
Discussion: Tithing. Show the fellows 
how. . 

Objective: A true Christian steward. 








AY, fellows, usually a window is 

something which is opened to let 
something in or closed to shut something 
out. God’s fresh air, without which we 
would quickly perish, is so abundant and 
so instantly available that we only need 
to hoist the window sash to secure at 
once an ample supply. Then sometimes 
the window is closed to shut out the cold 
or rain or snow. But, fellows, the win- 
dows in today’s lesson are the largest on 
record, or within the power of imagina- 
tion. They are the windows of Heaven. 
And Malachi, writer of the last book in 
the Old Testament, points them out to 
our astonished gaze. Look up into the 
blue sky and try to estimate the size 
of a window God can open when he 
chooses to do so. Malachi tells us just 
when that may happen: and, strange to 
say, that which causes God’s big windows 
to open is something which may be done 
by you and me. “Prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it.” 

So God’s big windows are different 
from other windows, being not to let in 
or to shut out, but to open and pour out 
blessing from his limitless storehouse. It 
is a , Al fellows, to help us get at 
least a faint conception of what God 
wants to do for us. 

The key that opens God’s big blessing 


_ windows is your recognition of his own- 


ership by giving back to him a proper 
share of the money or the property that 
he permits you to acquire. If you will 
take the trouble to investigate, you will 
find that many men of Big Business have 
found great happiness and great prosper- 
ity by this key. Mr. John Wanamaker 
was an early tither. Mr. Samuel Colgate, 
as a boy, gave to God a dime out of the 
first dollar he ever earned. He became a 
multimillionaire. Mr: A, A. Hyde, an- 
other millionaire, says he began tithing 
when he was one hundred thousand dol- 
lars in debt. Many men have said they 
considered it dishonest to give God one- 
tenth of their incomes while they were in 
debt. Mr. Hyde says he thought that 
way until one day it flashed upon him that 
God was his first creditor. Then he be- 
gan paying God back first, and all the 
other creditors were eventually paid in 
full, too. If a man owes you money it 
would be wise business policy on your 
part to encourage him to pay his debt to 
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Fellows, whether the Old Testament 
law of the tithe is legally binding upon us 
Christians or not, it is a most practical 
basis upon which to begin one’s program 


from one’s income. It is the only figure 
named in Scripture as a basis, and when 
one consistently tithes he gets a blessing 
in return that far outweighs the sacrifice. 
The return may come in increased wealth 
or it may come in some better way. The 
way it comes will be of God’s own selec- 
tion and through the wide open windows 
of Heaven. This is the universal testi- 
mony of those who tithe. And if any- 
body suggests to you that it indicates a 
mercenary spirit which God would not 
bless, to tithe in expectation of rich re- 
turn, you tell them it is not necessary to 
try to put the matter upon a higher plane 
than God himself puts it in Malachi 3: 
10. There he clearly tells you to “prove 
him herewith” — and proving God is sim- 
ply accepting his proposition and expect- 
ing him to fulfill his part of the contract. 

Listen, fellows: Up to fifteen years ago 
I never knew what it was to be out of 
debt. It was a long and painfui story. 
I heard Mr. Hyde’s story and decided he 
was right. was my first creditor. 
I began to tithe, and I have never had 
any money troubles since. I am as rich 
as Croesus. God is my Banker and my 
Partner. Why should I worry? He has 
opened the windows of ‘Heavén— not 
pouring out money, but many joys a thou- 
sand times better; and I “owe no man 
any thing but to love one another.” 


Greensporo, N. C. 
4 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that newness of life is in 
thy keeping. We thank thee that thou dost 
prepare the new in place of the old. Help us 
to give due heed to thy messengers who 
bear the truth to our hearts, and may we 
be prepared to enter into the blessings and 
privileges and high duties of whatever calling 
may be ours. We ask this in the name of 
our coming Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What was the name 
of the man who came to tell folks about 
the coming of One who was far greater 
than he? Yes, John.’ Was he the John 
who wrote the Gospel of John? No, this 
messenger was another John. Called 
what? Yes, John the Baptist. This chap- 
ter that we have been studying in the 


of paying to. God that which is due him | 


that John the Baptist was to do, and also 
about the coming of the Lord Jesus. A 
little farther on in Malachi, in the fourth 
chapter, we are told of the second com- 
ing of the Lord. He always has his mes- 
sengers to prepare the way. Men listen 
to them, and then many turn away and 
follow their own wills. Some obey. Those 
of us who have accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour are his messengers 
right now. Are we doing anything to tell 
others about him? During this past 
week, I wonder, how many of us have 
spoken to some one about the Lord? You 
needn’t raisé your hands. Let us think 
about two things. Are we good hearers 
of messages that come to us from the 
Lord? Are we good bearers of. his mes- 
sages to others? Let us test this in the 
coming ‘week with prayer that God will 
help us to use opportunities that come to 
us as the days pass. Let us pray. 





FAITHFUL SEAR2S OF HIS MESSAGE 


ARE WE? 














For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD the Book of Malachi, and from 

it gather the lesson story. Malachi 
means “my messenger,” and he was the 
last messenger sent to the people who had 
returned from captivity. We remember 
how Nehemiah, the governor, tried so 
hard to have all the people keep God’s 
law. But he was all the while finding 
some kind of wrongdoing among them. 
Yet the very first part of the message 
God sent them by Malachi was, “I have 
loved you.” 

God knew that the priests and many of 
the people did not worship him with true, 
loving hearts, so he had to send messages 
telling them of their sins, and warning 
them again of his sure punishment. He 
first told the priests ‘about their way of 
living. ‘He had given them very strict 
directions about the sacrifices they should 
offer upon his altar. Yet they offered 
unclean bread, and instead of sacrificing 
only pure, spotless lambs, they would of- 
fer lame, sick, or wounded sacrifices, 
a hay. that God is a great King to 
whom thev should be glad to give the very 
best of everything. God warned the 


prophecy of Malachi tells of the work priests to love him and obey him them- 
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selyes, and to.help.the people to know 
him and to keep his law. -But he -said 
their wrong way of livmg had-caused the 
people to stumble. God warned the 
priests that if they did not obey-his com- 
mands and. live right he would curse their 
blessings and cause them to be hated in- 
stead of loved. 

Then. God sent a message to. the sinning 
people. They were treating each other 
unjustly, and not at all like. brothers. - 
Many of the men had married heathen 
women, who had led them into Sin, so 
that they did not worship God in their 
homes and live happily as he intended they 
should. God called them to take heed to 
these things, and change their way of 
living. i; Fa 

Both the priests and the. people an- 
swered back and did not say’ they were 
sorry when Malachi told them about their 
sins. But God loved the sinning people, 
and he promised to send them another 
messenger who should prepare the way 
‘before him, and then the Lord himself 
should come suddenly to his Temple. This 
messenger was John the Baptist, who 
"came and called the people to repent and 
get ready for the Lord Jesus to come. 
But Malachi wanted the people to think 
about the Lord’s coming, and to find out 
if they were ready to meet him. : 

Then God sent another message ‘to the 
people about breaking his laws, and asked 
them again to repent and return to him. 
But the people answered back again, and 
asked in what way they needed to return. 
Then the Lord told them that they had 
robbed him, because they had not paid 
him the tenth of their income as the law 
required (explain the tithe or tenth to 
the class). He told them, too, that if they 
would bring all the tithes into the store- 
house he would open the windows of 
Heaven and pour out such a great bless- 
ing upon them that they would not have 
room to receive it. We believe that he 
meant that he would make their crops 
grow so that their barns would not hold 
all the grain, and that they would have 
more grapes than they could use. He 
meant also that he would give them so 
much joy that their hearts could not hold 
it, but that they would just be bubbling 
over with happiness all the time. 

We are glad that among the people to 
whom Malachi spoke there were some 
who really feared and loved God, and they 
would meet together and talk about him. 
This pleased the Lord. He wrote their 
names down in his Memory Book, and 
he even counted these people among his 
jewels, and said that he would spare them 
fe a man spareth his own son that serveth 

im. 

The Book of Malachi closes with an- 
other promise of the coming of the Lord 
Jesus, and of his forerunner. 

Talk with the class ‘a little while about 
believing in the: Lord, and fearing his 
mame, so as to be among his jewels, and 
to have their names written in his Mem- 
ory Book. ; 

Sing “When He Cometh.” 

Cxurnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Malachi and his “better day.” 
2. Our “better day.” 


Heralds of Christ, who hear the King’s 
commands, ; 
Immortal tidings in your mortal hands. 


HESE opening words of one of the 

newer hymns well express our lesson 
theme for this week. e want to help. 
our young people to realize that, as God’s 
prophets of old were heralds of the com- 
ing Christ, who surely brought us to 
Malachi’s “better day,” so they must be 
God’s heralds again, bearing everywhere 
the same immortal tidings of his second 
advent which shall bring all men at last 
to his still “better day.” 

Part of a great, world-wide, ageless 
plan! Heralds, whose mortal hands bear 
immortal Good News —the Good News 
of God’s Gospel! Links in God’s uni- 
versal scheme of things! Necessary links 





in that/plan— God needs you! Awaken 
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Lesson for September 22 


the minds and warm the hearts of your 
girls with this theme, after having felt 
the glow of it in your own heart first, 
through prayer and meditation. : 
' The Book of Malachi offers other rich 
lessons, but let us choose and. use this one. 
Malachi was the last messenger sent by 
God before the first coming of Christ. He* 
bore to his people the message needed to 
prepare for that first “day of his coming,” 
which was to see his sacrifice for our 
salvation and his resurrection for our 
power to live the new and abundant life 
he came to bring. é 

What was Malachi’s lesson to his day? 
Help your girls to find the heart of it.in 
Malachi’s call to whole-hearted sincerity 
of life. Help them to note how he probed 
the Outward forms of religion so’ strictly 
observed by the Jews of that era —the 
very forms that Ezra and Nehemiah had 
revived so earnestly a century earlier, 
but that now (in Malachi’s time) had be- 
come mere forms. Help the girls to find 
specific instances of this in these few brief 
chapters. Notice the people’s repeated 
question, “Wherein”. have we polluted 
God’s altars, despised his name, wearied 
him, robbed him, and. the like? 

Help the girls to find Malachi’s answers 
to these questions of amazement, for 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson } 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 





JYALACHI FORETELLS A NEW DAY. 


‘ge, PT 
ppp A Ee a 


MAL .3:1, ATEN: 3) 

















THE SUNDAY SCHOOE TIMES 


since they were so carefully observing the 


letter of the law of religious observances 
they were puzzled as to what was wrong. 
Said: Malachi, “You call God Father and 
Master, yet fear [honor] him not, in your 
hearts; you bring polluted bread to his 
altars — gifts that cost you nothing; you 
bring part of your tithe and call it the 
whole.” Help your girls to search for 
the seven “whereins,’ and Malachi’s 
searching charges. 


2. But, still more, help your girls to 
realize that they, each one, may be, like 
Malachi, a herald of the Christ whose 
second coming we now await. Each girl 
who loves: and looks for him may help 
prepare his way by her very. manner of 
living, as. well as by the work he will 
call her to,do for him if she will surren- 


‘der to his will. 


Ask your girls what message they think 
we need in this day — we of the Chris- 
tian Church and the world at large. Is 
not formalism again ‘chargeable against 
our churches—the outward observance 
without the whole-hearted love that makes 
form true worship? Are not we, too, of- 
fering gifts that cost nothing? Are ; >t 
we robbing God in the matter of tithes? 

Close your lesson by reading aloud 
Malachi’s solemn declaration concerning 
the second advent of Christ for which we 
wait (3:16 to 4:3). Note well the two 
totally different results to those who truly 


-| “fear” that Name and to those who only 


appear to do so. 


Home Study 
Read Malachi through (at a sitting if 
possible) at least three times this week. 
Mark the passages that speak to you. 
Decatur, GA. 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of September 15) 

1. “The joy of Jehovah is your strength” 
(Neh. 8: 10, last clause). 

2. The modern. Sunday-school, or church 
school, has its chief teacher in its superin- 
tendent, — or should have, — and its assist- 
ants to “give the sense” of the Word to the 
various groups, or classes. 

3. “The book of the law’ (Old Testa- 
ment) was the sole textbook on that joyful 
occasion. Note “the book” in its several 
repetitions throughout this chapter. 

4. Ezra commanded the keeping of the 
almost es geewn Feast. of Tabernacles, — 
the “time of very great gladness’ among the 
Hebrews, — and it was kept in its completion 
for the first time in long centuries, as it was 
ordered in the law. 

_ 5. Ezra is mentioned seven times in these 
eighteen verses as the inspiration of these 
joyful events. 

6. See Joshua 8: 30. 

7. See Deuteronomy 31:9. 

8. See Jeremiah 31: 31. 

9. Personal. 

10. It “was our schoolmaster to bring us 
unto Christ” (Gal. 3: 24). 


11, “Study it through, pray it in, work it 
out, note it down, pass it on.” 

12. Read unhurriedly and distinctly. 

13. Only through true repentance, con- 
fession, and endeavor after new obedience. 





Children at Home 











Jolly Dolly at the Seashore 
(Conclusion) 


By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


VIII. Jorty Dotty Plays TrartNep 
NuRSE 


NE day Jolly Dolly and next-door- 
Kitty were building castles in the 
sand. They were down on their knees 
in their bathing suits digging tunnels and 
secret passages, and then. piling up the 
wet sand in turrets and towers. 
“Castles always had ditches around 
them called moats or something like that,” 
said Jolly Dolly. “I’m going to dig a 
ditch and fill it with water.” And she 
drew a line around the somewhat lop- 
sided castle with her finger. Then, run- 
ning out to where the tide had left a 
little pool of water, she cupped her hands, 





| 





scooped up some water and hurried. back 
with it. 

“Oh, dear, it sinks right into the sand,” 
she said as the water quickly disappeared. 

“Maybe if you get heaps of water, it'd 
get all soaked up, and then some would 
stay on top,” said next-door-Kitty. “I 
like my picket fence better.” And she 
proceeded to tick little bits of straw 
around her sand castle. 

Jolly Dolly ran back and forth between: 
the pool and the moat, the water slipping 
between her fingers. But she did hnety 
get enough sand. soaked up, so that a lit- 


tle ridge of water surrounded the castle. , 


“Let's put shells in the towers for win- 
dows,” suggested next-dcéor-Kitty. 

“And put up a wee flag, too. This will 
be the flag pole,” and Jolly Dolly stuck 
a stick in. one of the- tOwers,- “Oh, I 
think this is a lovely castle.” 

And just then there was a ca-plunk, 
and one tower caved in as something 
landed on top of it. 

“Dear me!, Whatever happened?” cried 
Jolly Dolly, jumping up. 

Cheep-cheep! came a pitiful cry from 
within the fallén castle., Jolly Dolly and 
next-door-Kit., looked at each other in 
surprise. What could have happened? 

Cheep, cheep! came the cry again. 

“It’s alive,” cried Jolly Dolly. “I hear 
it. Oh, dear, what ought we to do? It'll 
smother.” 

“Let’s take the sand away,” said next- 
door-Kitty. “I. hope it won't bite.” 

“Of course not. It sounds sick.” Jolly 
Dolly smoothed away some of the sand. 
“Oh, it’s soft ’nd—’nd — Oh, oh! it’s a 
—yes, it’s a bird! A little tiny baby bird.” 
Jolly Dolly dug all around the wee crea- 
ture, being careful not to hurt it. 

“Poor little bird,” said next-door-Kitty, 
touching its feathers lightly. “It’s most 
soft down and just a few feathers. Where 
could it have come from?” 

“I don’t know, I’m sure. There aren’t 
any trees along the beach until you come 
to Pine Grove. 


Gently Jolly Dolly lifted: the wee thing 


up. 

It/fluttered its wings helplessly. They 
were too small and weak for flying yet. 
It lay in Jolly Dolly’s hand quietly ex- 
cept for its fast beating heart. 

“It’s scared,” said Jolly Dolly softly. 
“There’s nothing to be afraid of, birdie. 
Just lie quiet. We won't let anything 
hurt you.” : 

Suddenly next-door-Kitty | exclaimed, 
“Look at its leg, Jolly Delly. Something’s 
all wrong with it. It’s—why, it’s bent 
in the middle.” 

Jolly Dolly touched the queer little leg 
gently. ; i 

Cheep-cheep! cried the bird. 

“I believe it’s broken,” said Jolly Dolly. 
‘What ought we todo? .Oh, I-wish Father 
was home. But he and Mother have gone 


. fishing. There’s Mr, Jenkins. Let’s show 


him the bird, next-door-Kitty.’”’ 

Carefully Jolly Dolly got, up from the 
sand, and, holding the bird safely in her 
wide-open palm, hurried along the beach. 

“Oh, Mr. Jenkins, come quick! -We've 
found a bird and: its leg is crooked. Do 
you think it is broken?” ; 

Mr. Jenkins dropped his fishing pole 
and came toward the little girls. 

“Well, well,’ -he cried. “We'll have to 
see about this.” ' He turned the bird over 
carefully. “I’m afraid you're right, Jolly. 
Its leg is broken. Must. be one ef the 
birds from the nest on your cottage roof.” 

“Have we got a nest up there?” cried 
Jolly Dolly. “I didn’t know it.” 

“Yes, it’s in a corner of the attic 


| window. - Just where did you find this 


little fellow?” 


“He fell right in the middle of our sand 
castle. I was afraid he was smothered. 
Oh, do you think he’ll die?” 

“Not a bit of it! Not if you and Kitty 
here take good. care of him.” — 

“Tell us. what we can do, please,” 
pleaded Jolly Dolly. 

“First, I’m going to make a little splint 
with two tiny sticks. Kitty, run in the 
house, and ask Mrs. Jenkins for the 
narrow roll of bandage and a spool of 
silk. Jolly, you sit down here on the steps 
and hold the patient for me.” 

Away sped‘ next-door-Kitty, and down 
sat Jolly Dolly. 


] And it’s so tiny I don't | 
believe it could have flown here anyway.” 


























HIS winter THE IDEAL 

CRUISE tothe Mediterranean 
will utilize the speed and conve- 
nience of White Star Liners. Worry 
will be a stranger, for every detail 
of this Cruise has been planned far 
in advance byan organization with 
fifty-three years’ experience. 
Wonderful days ashore in the in- 
teresting ports of Northern Africa 
and Southern Europe and sixteen. 
days in the HOLY LAND will 
make a holiday never to be 
forgotten. 
PLAN. NOW to have this inspira- 
tional experience. Write today and 
learn how this all may be yours for 
the lowest cost. SIXTY-TWO 
DAYS FOR SIX HUNDRED 
TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS. 
EVERY NECESSARY EXPENSE 
IS INCLUDED. 


Send the Coupon 
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“You can rest your hand on the step,” 
said Mr. Jenkins, “while I whittle these 
sticks.” 

Next-door-Kitty was back by the time 
Mr. Jenkins had made the sticks the right 
size. She handed him the bandage and 
the silk. 

“Isn't 
Dolly. 
birdie.” 

“Not a bit of it,” said Mr. Jenkins. 
“Everything’s ready. Here we go!” And 
he straightened out the crooked leg. 

Cheep-cheep! 

“There, there, little birdie!” said Jolly 
Dolly, soothingly. 

Quickly Mr. Jenkins bandaged 
splints about the tiny leg. 

“Is that all?” asked Jolly Dolly, who 
had been expecting quite an operation. 

“That’s all for now, except the nursing 
part. I appoint you and next-door-Kitty 
as nurses to the bird. It will be your 
duty to feed it and keep that cat of yours 
away from it.” 

“Kittyboots! Oh, I’ve loaned him to 

Teddy,” said Jolly Dolly. “I’m so glad 
now, because cats like to eat birds, don’t 
they ?” 
“You'd better let Teddy keep Kittyboots 
untik “Roland* Robin here is fready to 
shift for himself,” advised Mr. Jenkins. 
“Now, as the doctor in the case, I order 
three worms every hour and a thimble 
ef water fed by a medicine dropper every 
other hour.” ° 

Jolly Dolly chuckled. What fun it was 
going to be taking care of Roland Robin! 

“We'll put him in Nancy Anne’s bed,” 
she said, as she and next-door-Kitty hur- 
ried Kome. “Do you know, [I think I'll 
be a nurse when I grow up, or a doctct, 
or something fine like that.” 

“TJ think I will, too,” agreed next-door- 
Kitty. 

Pertn Amboy, N. J. 


it exciting!” exclaimed Jolly 
“Oh, I do hope it won’t hurt the 


the 
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| A year’s subscription to Christian 


fy . ‘ 10 
Youth makes an inexpensive yet weicome 
birthday gift. 
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” 
NEW 


HADDON HALL 
Is READY 


OLD in hostship, new in lux- 
urious roomsand appointments, 
Haddon Hall is ready. Its sleep- 
ing rooms, dining-rooms, sports 
rooms, sun-rooms,. ‘Sandy 
Cove,’’ a playroom where the 
children are safe and happy, its 
beautiful lounging rooms — all 
these are ready, down to the 
last softly shaded light and the 
tiniest children’s toy. 


And the old friendlyspiritthat 
has long made Chalfonte-Had- 
don Hall famous still prevails. 


With the Ocean almost at the 
doors — wouldn’t a few days’ 
visit do you good? Write for 
literature and rates. Motoramp 
garage adjoins hotel. 











CHALFONTE- 


HADDON HALL 
ATLANTIC CITY 


American and European Plans 
Leeds and Lippincott Company 
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Bible Expositor 
and luminator 


A Most Comprehensive Quarterly 
~ Publication 


Following the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Topics 


Scriptural Expositions and 
Spiritual Hlumination by 
Well-known Bible Teachers 


Prices: Single copy, 25 cents; a year, 
$1.00. Two or more copies to one bern, 
20 cents each; a year, 80 cents each. 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 


EXTRA MONEY—EASY ! 


Sell Christmas Cards! Make soc on each $1 Box of 

24 Finest Assorted Engraved Designs. 40% on per- 

sonal greetings. Deal with Manufacturers! Write 

for Samples Details. 

THISTLE ENGRAVING & PUBLISHING CO., 
Dept. A, 20 Vesey Street, New York 























DON’T FORGET RALLY DAY! 


Send to us for samples—-NOW! 16 pages words and 
music FREE, 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila. 
National Music Co., 218 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 








. When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sundayy School Times. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





; ie 
Sept. 29. How Can the Young People’s Or- 
ganizations in Our Church Work To- 
gether? 1 Cor. 3: 4-9; Rom. 12: 10-12. 
Oct. 6. Ideals Worth Living For, Phil. 3 : 7-14; 
4:8; Gal, 5:22, 23. (Consecration meet- 
~ ing.) $ 
Oct. 13. Jesus Teaching Us to Pray. Matt. 
6 3 §-13. ° 
Oct; 20, Taking Part in the Meeting, Why 
and How, Col, 3: 12-17. 





Sunday, September 22 
Our Part ix ‘Making a Better World 
(Matt.''6 : 10; 28: 19, 20) 





Mon.—Helping our community (John 4: 
28-30, 42). . 

Tues.—Winning men to Christ (John 1: 
35-51). 

Wed.—Denouncing evil (Luke 3 : 7-14). 

Thurs.—Making ourselves better (Rom. 
m 3%, 272 

Fri.—Obeying law (Tit. 3 : 1-7). 

Sat.—Advocating peace (Luke 2 : 14). 











Can the world be made better? Why? 
What do you understand by Matthew 13 : 31? 
What needs improving in the world? 


A GROUP of young men on a hike 
stopped at a farmhouse for a drink 
of water. The gentleman farmer who 
owned the place was showing them about 
and proudly displayed some skillful tree 
surgery that had saved several valuable 
trees. “But do you see those two trees 
over there?” he asked. “Nothing can be 
done with them. They will die within 
the next ten years, and no amount of 
surgery will save them, for they have a 
disease that is in the sap. We bored into 
one of them the other day and found 
that the heart was all gone.” 


ee 

The thought of making the world bet- 
ter is a high ideal and one that. should 
challenge. every Christian young person. 
But it is well that we should recognize 
that there are some schemes and plans 
that are much talked about today, and 
yet that are utterly inadequate to meet 
the world’s real need. No amount of 
digging out the decayed wood, putting in 
antiseptics, and bracing with iron and 
filling with concrete will save the farmer’s 
two trees because the disease is in the 
sap, and therefore constantly spreading to 
all parts of the tree. So far as human 
intelligence now goes, to kill the disease 
in the sap would require chemicals so 
powerful that -they would take the life of 
the tree. Mankind is stricken with the 
disease of sin. And so deeply is he infected 
that no amount of pruning or gouging or 
bracing. will cure him. There are certain 
evil habits that. may be lopped off and 
certain tendencies that may be _ cor- 
rected, all of which may considerably im- 
prove the: outward. appearance, but, 
underneath the surface, poison is being 
distributed to every part of his nature 
because he has inherited his disease from 
his forefather Adam. 


In blessed contrast with the farmer’s 
case, however, there-is a remedy that, when 
applied, is powerful enough to kill the sin 
and to create new life. This power you 
and I know is thé shed blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ who gave himself a ransom 
for many (Matt. 20:28). Therefore, in 
answer to the question at the beginning 
of this column, “Can the world be made 
better?” we can say, “Indeed it can, ‘for 
God so loved the’ world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son. that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life” ”” The world can be made 
better as individuals accept the Lord Jesus 
as their personal Saviour. Then in the 
individual’s heart is the first verse of our 
Scripture lesson partially fulfilled, for 
then, and only then, can his will be done 
in human lives. We must not forget, 
however, that this verse looks forward 
to our Lord’s return when his kingdom 





shall come in’ power and in glory afid 
j when all who dwell upon this earth, 


TIMES 


whether they want to or not, will have 
to do his will, even as it is now done 
gladly and willingly by all in Heaven. 


we 

The second portion of our Scripture 
lesson points to the only program laid 
down for the Christian for making the 
world better. We must recognize, of 
course, that many social improvements 
follow as the inevitable result of Christ 
in the life. Standards are raised every- 
where. Christians in a community are no 
longer willing to tolerate filth or dirt 
either in the physical realm or in the 
political or moral life. But we must not 
mistake the results of Christianity for the 
methods to be employed in making the 
world better. Our Lord’s command: was 
to proclaim the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ard to teach his Word,';, When we 
substitute anything, no matter how good 
it may be, for his program we are miss- 
ing God’s plan for making the world 
better. Living conditions and social rela- 
tions will improve quickly enough when 
men’s hearts get right with God. The 
difficulty in so many quarters is that-folks 
want to be cleaned up from their gross 
sins but are unwilling to face the ques- 
tion of their relationship to God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


we 

We must not be surprised to find many 
who will have no patience with such 
thoughts. Our comfort and assurance. lie 
in the fact that God himself has laid 
down the program. Our part is to step 
out in faith upon it, claiming his promise 
to go with us even to the end of the age. 


4 
How am I following God’s plan for mak- 
ing the world better? 


Am I substituting by-products of Chris- 
tianity for its God-given methods? 


How many have I led to Christ this year? 
PHILADELPHIA, 








With the New Books 





God Working Through Mankind. By 
Eva M. Stilz. (United Lutheran Publica- 
tion House, Philadelphia. Teacher’s book 
75 cents; pupil’s book 50 cents.) That 
Junior children may follow a definite 
course of Bible study throughout the win- 
ter, thirty week-day programs are pro- 
vided. A fine helpful study is outlined 
for each week. Not only are facts about 
the Bible given, such as the Old and New 
Testament divisions, but Bible portions 
are given to be memorized. Scripture 
passages for daily Bible reading are as- 
signed, the Ten Commandments and their 
meanings are explained; the Apostles’ 
Creed and the Lord’s Prayer are also 
explained. The whole purpose of the 
book is that children may become thor- 
oughly familiar with the Word of God. 
The lessons are not too long, and may 
therefore be readily mastered. Both the 
teacher’s book and the pupil’s book are 
illustrated and should prove a splendid 
help in the training of Juniors. 


God’s Good Gifts. By Mabel B. Fenner. 
(United Lutheran Publication House, 
Philadelphia. Teacher’s book 85 cents; 
pupil’s book 60 cents.) With a view to 
beginning in the fall with the opening 
of the public schools and carrying on 
throughout the winter, thirty lessons are 
arranged, giving a weekly program of 
Bible study. The teacher’s book tells 
what preparation should be made and 
how to use the moments preceding the 
class period. It gives an “Approach to 
the Lesson,” a story for each week, Bible 
memory work, and handwork. Also 
hymns and some poetry are given to be 
memorized, and a period of “Activity,” 
or recreation, is planned. The lessons 
in the pupil’s book correspond .to those 
in the teacher’s book, and interesting 
home work is outlined for the pupil. Both 
books are beautifully illustrated and pro- 
vide much valuable material. Workers 
among children will welcome this fine 
new help. 


The Gospel Message in Great Pic- 
tures. By James Carter, D.D. (Funk and 





Wagnalls, New York, $2.) Evangelis- 


SEPTEMBER 7, 1929 


tic art is something new, and Dr. Carter 
presents it to the Christian public. Choos- 
ing fifteen of the most familiar master- 
pieces, he has drawn from them, or from 


are charmingly written, with heart-tug- 


the immediate acceptance of Christ. 


the Word of God which shows man as 
totally depraved, with a heart “deceitful 
above all things and desperately wicked.” 


Martyr.” But it was not as a man tor- 


Christian worker, and especially to the 
pastor on the lookout for something new 
in sermon-building. 
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‘1000.00 
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Mss. J. A. Ross 


A real opportunity to make a thousand dollars or 
more before Christmas for your church, your home 
or yourself taking orders from church people and 
others for America’s most attractively priced and 
widely known Christmas Greeting Card Line with 
which Mrs. J. A. Ross of Los mg og earns $ 

in commission every year, while Mrs. Maude En- 
sor of Baltimore has earned over $1000 in two 
months. We pay liberal commission in cash every 
day, also liberal monthly bonus, and furnish sam- 
ples and everything necessary for you to do busi- 
ness with FREE. Address as follows: 


Sales Manager, Dept. AM 
THE PROCESS CORPORATION 


Chicago, Hlinois 


Troy at 2ist Street 





the lives of the artists who created them, ; 
fifteen helpful and pointed sermons. They ; 


ging illustrations and earnest appeal to , 
Oc- : 
casionally, however, an unscriptural note : 
is sounded. When the author writes of: 
the “worthy traits in man” he forgets | 


Again Christ is spoken of as the “Great . 


tured for his faith that our. Lord suffered | 
and died, but as the sacrificial Lamb of | 
God offered to bear the sin of many. In 

these and other instances the author's . 
position is unsound. Used with: discrim- | 
ination, the book may be.valuable to the ‘ 
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The last lap 
The Headmaster, Box S, Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 


for illustrated catalog. 


ScHoot for boys. Offers well-balanced 
academic, recreative, character training. 
T tes for college or business. Chris- 
Six_ modern 
buildings on 35-acre campus. Two ath- 
etic flelds, gymnasium, swimming. Write 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American. countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to oné 
address,’ $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES ~ 

For Canadian subscripiions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign -sub- 
scriptions add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth —— 
Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States ‘and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central. and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. _ 

The Sunday School Times Company 
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323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





















Lesson for September 22 


LET Your GIFT. 
TO FOREIGN MISSIONS 


PAY YOU. 
A LIFE INCOME 


You can make a generous gift 

to foreign missions and have a 

needed income for yourself 

and others from the money 
» you give-by the 


Annuity Gift Plan 
This plan rome you of uncertainty 


and worry by changing values 


ot invested funds and 
fixed income of 


4% % to 9% per year 
for the rest of your life 


A reserve fund of over $1,500,000 | 


guarantees the prompt payment of 
annuities to you. 


Protect yourself against loss 
and at the’same time help send 
the gospel to all the world. 5 
” For full information write | 
So Bh teens 
BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 


assures you & 





























Are You Coming to New York? 


The National Bible Institute at the 
heart of New York City, in its new, 
modern fire-proof building, offers 
_ comfortable and economical accom- 
modationa to Christian travelers. 
Every room with hot and cold run- 
ning water and telephone. All night 
elevator service. Rates exceptionally 
low. For reservations address: 


The National Bible Institute 
340 W. 55th St., New York City 
DON O. SHELTON, LL.D., President. 


15 Names Wanted 


wAddresses of SS. teachers and others known to be 
readers of fundamental Christian Kterature such as 
Tue Sunpay ScnHoot Timss. YOUR NAME not 
mentioned; YOUR REWARD, one of our best 128 
page books—if you send 15 addresses and mention 
this offer. _ 


The Bible Institute Colportage Ass'n 


837 N. Wells Street, Chicago 


Christmas Cards 


at forty to pay per cent. commission. The 
best line o' x Assortment and Personal 
Christmas Cards on the market. 


Write for Details 
ARTISTIC CARD COMPANY 
Dept. 15 ELMIRA, N. Y. 





























Christmas Card Agents 


EVERYBODY BUYS CHRISTMAS CARDS! 
Agents earn big money with-our.attractive Boxed 
Assortments, containing 20 utiful’ genuine 
steel engraved Christmas cards, with matched 
envelopes; assortment sells for $1.00, cost you 
50c—100% profit ; write today for particulars, 


FEDERAL ART PUB. CO. 
; 115 Federal-St., Dept. 75, Boston, Mass. 
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and Comforting Ly = 
‘Sola Everywhere. Soap 25c." Talcum 2Se. 
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(x For Family Worship 7 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


ness,’ I never did, and do not, hold 
either. . . . But being kept from falling, 
kept from sins, is quite another thing, 
and the Bible seems to teem with com- 
mands and promises about it. I would 
distinctly state, however, that it is only 
as and while a soul is under the ‘full power 
of the blood of Christ that it can be 
cleansed from all sin; that one moment's, 
withdrawal from that power, and it is 
again actively because really sinning ; and 
that it is only as and while kept by the 
power of God himself that we are not 
sinning against him; one instant of stand- 
ing alone is fatal.”"—Frances Ridley 
Havergal, in the Keswick Calendar. 





September 16 to 22 
Mon.—Malachi 1: 6-14. Insincere Worship. 


A notable Bible teacher has said, com- 
menting on this passage, that sacrilege is 
not stealing from a church, but “it, is 
going into church and putting something 
on the plate.” It is giving God something 
that costs us little or nothing; and it 
is characteristic of our age as it was of 
Malachi’s. The spirit of our: age, too, 
is religious formalism, “having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof.” 


Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for funds 
to purchase a needed auto car for Mr. 
Frederick W. Glass in his remarkable 
ministry of sowing Brazil with the Scrip- 
tures, as a missionary of the Evangelical 
Union of South America, 

Tues.—Malachi 2 : 1-9. Wicked Priests Warned. 

Though restored from Babylonian cap- 
tivity, God if compelled to curse the bless- 
ings of that unprecedented rescue, because | 
the people Would not finally learn the 
lesson of it. The priests were intended 
to be God’s messengers (v. 7), but be- 
cause they are not, God sends a prophet 
substitute, Malachi, and his very name 
means “my messenger.” Our own apos- 
tate age is coming more and more to be 
“cursed” with an unfaithful ministry. 

PrayER SuGGesTions: The matron of 
a church orphanage in the South asks 
prayer for her ministry to and influence 
with the children there. Pray for her and 
for all similarly situated; and for all chil- 
dren in Christian orphanages. 


Wed.—Malachi 3: 1-6. Purification Promised. 


The prophecy of the “messenger” (v. 
1) was fulfilled in John the Baptist. He 
actually prepared the way before Jesus 
of Nazareth. But Jesus of Nazareth was 
Jehovah himself incarnate (John 1:1; 14: 
9). It behooves men to let the sin-con- 
suming fire of the Holy Spirit purge them 
now (1 Cor. 11:31) rather than to wait 
for the awful Refiner at his Second Com- 
ing. The classification of those to be 
judged is given in verse 5. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Praise God that 
the Religions Bill did not pass the Jap- 
anese Diet last spring and that evangel- 
ism may go on in the Empire. 
Thurs.—Malachi 3 : 7-12. 

The Blessings of Tithing 

The startling thing about the apostasy 
of the days of Nehemiah and Malachi was 
that the people were blind in their self- 
righteousness. Seven times they cry 
“Wherein?” to God’s accusations through 
the prophet. Let us ask God to help us 
to.search our own hearts, and by his 
Spirit to enable us to give him our due 
money, time, talents, and strength, for 
nobody can outgive God. Mr, James H. 
McConkey’s widely used tract, “Give God 
a Chance,” has for its text verse 10 
(free upon request from the Silver Pub- 
lishing Society, Bessemer Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.). 

Pra¥er Succestions: Praise God for 








the four-hundred-foot well which fur- 





nishes clear water that does not have to‘ 


be boiled to the Mino Mission at Ogaki, 
Gifu Ken, Japan, and for thé prayer mir- 
acle that led. the landlord of the premises 
to pay for the drilling, one hundred and 
fifty dollars; pray for God to give in- 
crease to the: fatthful preaching of the 
evangelist of this Mission at Ibi; pray 
for Miss Weidner and all the workers. 


Fri—Malachi 4: 1-6. The End of the Wicked. 


“The ‘greater light’: [of Gen. 1: 16] ‘is 
a type of Christ, the ‘Sun of righteous- 
ness’ (Mal. 4:2). He will take this 
character at his second. advent. Morally 
the world is now in the state between 
Genesis 1:3 and 1:16 €Eph. 6:12; Acts 
26:18; 1 Pet. 2:9). The sun is not seen, 
but there is light: Christ is that light 
(John 1: 4, 5, 9), but ‘shineth in darkness,’ 
comprehended .only by sfaith, As “Sun 
of righteousness’ he . will dispel all dark- 
ness. Dispensationally the Church is in 
place as the ‘lesser. light,’ the moon, re- 
flecting the light of the unseen sun. The 
stars (Gen. 1:16). are individual believers 
who are ‘lights’ (Phil. 2:15, 16). See 
John 1:5."—Scofield Reference Bible. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
eight thousand boys, girls, and babies in 
Dr. Barnado’s Homes in England, -the 
largest family in the world (17, Barnado 
House, Stepney Causeway, London, E 
I); for the thousand six hundred and 
forty children in St. Giles Christian Mis- 
sion and Wheatley Homes (15 Gray’s Inn 
Road, London, W. C. 1). 


Sat.—Isaiah 2:1-4. A Warless World. 


It is when the mountain (in Scripture, 
symbol for the kingdom) of the Lord’s 
house shall be established. on Mt. Zion, 


with the returned Lord’ himself reigning |, 


personally as Prince of Peace, that there 
will be no more-clashes between the Chi- 
nese Dragon and the Russian Bear, and 


no need of visits between Premiers of | 


Britain and Presidents of the United 
States to discuss disarmament. 

Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for new 
converts of the Belgian. Gospel Mission 


—for the young woman who left the |: 


man to whom she had never been mar- 
ried; for the young man who gave up 
his tobacco; for the old man at Sunday- 
school who cried, “I want this for myself 
whereof the children have sung,” and 
others; pray for Mr. and Mrs. Norton, 


Directors; pray for all the workers, and |: 


the supply of all needs. 
Sun.—Isaiah 11: 1-9. The Age of Peace. 


“Don’t throw me in the water, Father; 
it’s so cold in there.” 
families “hurts” in China. 
every one who will help to heal: this open 
_ of the world,” prayed: Livingstone, 

yi 


of Peace ushers in the Age of Peace the 
picture of it is painted with these bold 
strokes of the brush of inspiration: “They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain” (v.-9). “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.” Come quickly! i 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
Evangelical Sudan Mission (headquarters 
Wiesbaden, Germany) with the whole of 
Nubia open to them, workers available, 
but handicapped bya need for ten thou- 
sand dollars. The German middle class, 
the real givers before the. World War, 
lost all they had. Hence the lack of this 
worthy and needy Mission. 


on his knees in Afriea.. The whole |. 
world’s. heart breaks with the hurt and |: 
destruction of sin, but when the Prince | 
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Riddance of big |: 
“God bless | 








LEAVE A LITTLE FOR 
THE JEWS 


“Jewish Mission Bonds’’ is the title of a 
booklet we would like you to read. Itis yours 
for the asking. Just say ‘‘Send me your book- 
let, ‘Jewish Mission Bonds.’”’ 

No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not a word. We only want to get our story 
to you; then we’ll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE S, Inc. 


27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 











— 











AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


500 African teachers, Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


FREE 


Our new 
1929-30 
catalogue 
of church and 
church school 

supplies 
MEI PUBLISHING indianapolis 
: COMPANY indiana 


“Give God 


a Chance” 


By JAMES H. McCONKEY 

Have you. realized that God is eager to throw up 
the sash of Heaven’s window just in order to 
pour out an individual blessing into your life? 

This tract is an interpretation in part of the In- 
ternational Sunday-school Lesson for September 
% ,1929,‘‘ Malachi‘ Foretells a New Day.’’ Whether 
you. are Superintendent, Teacher, or Scholar, it 
will help you prepare. Sent absolutely /ree. 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 





























Dept. S., 1013 Bessemer Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 








The General Epistle of James 


By R. E. NEIGHBOUR, D.D. 

There are those Christians who have sidetracked this 
little Book because they think it is solely for the Jews. 
In his first chapter, Dr. Neighbour proves clearly that 
this Epistle has a decided message to the whole Church. 
The interpretations are sound and sane—an excellent 
commentary on the Book. 268 pages. Size 54%x7% 
inches. Cloth binding. Price, $1.25, postpaid. 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 








DID YOU KNOW 


THAT IN 1890 Dr. C. I SCOFIELD 


founded a Mission for the evangelization of Central America, and upon 
1 lines which he believed to be Biblical? This Mission continues to labor 
| toward that.end. Your Church, Sunday: School, or Bible class ought to 
know about this work. Send for 


- Central American Mission, 2712 Holmes St., Dallas, Texts 


ee literature and information. 








PLEASE 


CAIRO—At 3 


JERUSALEM — HKoeksho 





PRAY FOR THE 


NILE MISSION PRESS 


WHICH: STANDS FOR LOYALTY TO THE DIVINE WORD; AND THE REVEALED WORD 


Sharia Manakh, Headquarters and fine Book- Depot. 
jp at Khan-ez-Zait, inside Damascus Gate. / ; 
665 Evangelistic publications, 10 colporteurs in Egypt, 4 in Palestine, 2 in Algiers. 


Qver. 40 workers. * 
Please visit. 
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EVANGEL UNIVERSITY 


Founded on the Infallible Word of God 
In. the Greater New York Metropolitan District—Jersey City, N. J. 


L. W. BARNARD, President 











H. A. BLACK, Treasurer 


If the Lord delays His coming,. 
classes will begin Oct. Ist in the 
Christian College 
Four Years Following High School. 
Preparation for Christian Life and Work. 


Theological Seminary 


Opportunity to Specialize in Hebrew, New Testa- 
ment Greek, Expository’ Preaching, Christian 
Pedagogy, Evangelism, Missions. 


School of Gospel Music 


Four Years of Music, Bible, and Methods of 
Christian Work. 


Missionary Medical School 
Practical Medical Training for Missionary Can- 
didates, Advantages of Great Hospitals. 


Co-educational. Tuition free, low expenses. Many. 
opportunities to earn "funds. If the Lord calls, come ! 


Meeting Modernism! 








Qn the metropolitan battleground of modernism, 
Evangel University has been “founded on the infallible 
Word of God” to defeat the attacks sent forth from 
the intellectual headquarters of apostasy, not by might 
nor the power of man, but by the Spirit of the Lord of 
Hosts sending forth trained workers skilled in the use 
of the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God. 


Each teacher is a scholar of thoroughly evangelical 
faith, evangelistic spirit, and advanced training. 


Greater New York and its environs, with a popula- 
tion of 10,000,000 souls, present great needs for mission- 
ary work of all types, an unexcelled training field 
for world-wide evangelism. Pray the Lord of the 
harvest that He send forth laborers into His harvest 
field! 


Giving as unto the Lord, two Christian business men 
have made a gift of $35,000 to Evangel poy ne to be 
used as the first payment in the of the beautiful 
building ‘pictured above. 


Here certain married teachers and fesident students will 
= and study in quiet in one of the most —— residen- 
tial sections in mnetropoliae yet within twenty 
minutes of downtown New ork. Suadieats will take their 
meals in the dining room maintained in this building. The 
university offices and library will be located on the first 
floor. Classes will be held in a modern educational build- 
ing near by where classrooms have been rented until Evan- 
gel University can erect its own classroom building. 


A first mortgage of $50,000 is held by a bank, and a 
second mortgage of $33,000 is held by the seller of the 
building. The second mortgage must be paid within two 
years, involving large payments every three months. For 
all these needs the Lord.is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think. All friends are 
requested to pray and to help in every way possible. Regular 
paid gifts, even of small amounts, would be of ete 
nelp 


Please pray with us for the full supply of all the furni- 
ture and other equipment that will be needed before Octo- 
ber rst. Gifts of blankets, quilts, bed linen, pillows, 
dishes, silverware, cooking utensils or other objects that 
can be sent by parcel post will be gratefully received. 


Send Us Your Best Young People 


Please remember Evangel University at your prayer- 


meeting, and ask the Lord to call somé of your own young 
people to enroll for Christian training. 


Please speak personally to those who should seek a 


Christian education. 


Please send immediately the names and addresses of 


the choicest young men and women who might be inter- 


ested in Evangel University. 


Mr. H. A. BLACK, Treasurer, 


Evangel University, Jersey City, N. J. 
Trusting in the Lord to enable me, I plan to send 


, eee Sey for the support of Evangel 
University. 


I will pray for Evangel University and speak 
to others concerning it. 


Tere ee eee ee ee ee 


Pour 1 teeakyY 
































